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TO HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS | | _. 


* < 5 ' 1 . 1 
N Prince William Henry. 


* g * ö g * * 71922 9 
8 1 R. 8 | * 


N laying the fallowing d Naval: 


Characters at your Royal High- 
neſs's feet I feel a double gratifi-: 
cation—that of paying my hum-. 
ble duty to a Prince, whoſe ami- 


rits/entitle him to univerſal admi- 


able manners and profeſſional me- 


* — 11 2 | ration; 8 * 


. Ajy 


ration; and at the ſame time of 
conveying a juſt ſenſe of the real 
merits of thoſe Officers who de- 
vote their lives to the ſame ho- 
norable purſuits with your Royal 
Highneſs! 191 ros an or 


It. [is an el pred; from 
the great, that truth ſeldom or 


never approaches their ears. Vou, 
Sir, deſcended from the moſt 11- 
Iuſtrious Houſe in Europe, and 
ſon to the firſt maritime Sovereign 
in the world, can have little op- 
portunity of Knowing what opini- 
on to form of the adulating Naval 
croud that ſurrounds you; Tam, 
- therefore, the more e emboldened to 
Taeter Lee your 


* - K + 


n 
offer the peruſal of this humble 
effort to your Royal Highneſs's 


attention, in the fulleſt perſua— 
fon, that however . deficient it 
may be 10 point of claſſical eru⸗ 
dition, it will be found to con- 
tain an impartial portrait of the 
characters therein delineated. | 


Your * Highnehs, at an 
| early period of life, departed from 
the ſplendor of a Court, and every 
blandiſhment attendant on your 
exalted birth, to embrace a pro- 
feſſion by no means calculated 
to afford pleaſure to a youthful 
mind—a profeſsion which you 

have 


- Mat de 4 . 
_ Moſt devoted, an d 
| : Moſt faithful ſerv . 7 
' bathing] Nau TI CS JUNIOR, 
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have purſued with unremitted ar- 


dor, for a ſeries of years, in almoſt 
every >» of the globe! 


That you may long live, Illuf- 
trious Sir, the glory of the Britiſh 
Navy, and the pride of England, 
is the fervent wiſh of the nation 


BE large, bur of none more fin- 


we than 1 your r High- 


INT * OD 4; C'TI ON. 


AruureD and 1 majority in 
the Houſe of Commons having clear- 
| Iy demonſtrated that the wooden walls of 
Old England are its beſt and moſt conſti- 


tutional defence, it may not be unaccept- 


able to the Public to be made acquainted 
with the characters of ſuch Naval Officers 
of rank as were employed during the late 
war. In pourtraying the characters of thoſe 
Gentlemen, I ſhall adhere, as much as poſ- 
ſible, to truth and candour; neither be- 
Rowing fulſome panegyric on ſuch of them 
as have deſerved well of their country, 
laid them open to cenſure : and while 1 
preſerve this line of impartiality, it is but 

reaſonable for me to cheriſh the flattering 


hope of being attended to with: that de- 
gtee of credit which fats; well authen- 


, 


B _ —  ticated 


— 


[23 


| | ticated, ought at all times to receive. 


Before I enter upon a taſk that will pro- 
bably create me ſome enemies, (for; the 
language of truth is not at all times ac- 
ceptable) I ſhall take a retroſpective view 
of the conduct of the Earl of Sandwich, 
while his Lordſhip preſided at the Admi- 
ralty Board, and compare it with that of 
the noble Viſcount ho now holds that 
department of the State. All ranks and 
deſcriptions of Naval Officers will agree, 
it was owing tothe indefatigable zeal 
and ſpirit of Lord Sandwich, that Great 
Britain was enabled to ſend to ſea a fleet 
capable of facing ſuch a hoſt of foes as 
this country never had to cope with till 
the late war. The Houſe of Bourbon had 
not only raiſed its naval power to'a pitch 
far beyond that which the annals of 
France and Spain could ever before boaſt 
of, but found itſelf ſtrengthened by the 
revolt of our Colonies in North America, 
which in ſormer times not only afforded 
us afſiſtatice, but e an inexhauſtible 


« 9228547 ſource 


Ca) 

ſource of naval ſtores into the arſenals of 
the parent ſtate! It was in contending 
with theſe combined powers, to which 
the Dutch marine, and the wealth of that 
ſtate, is to be added, that the equipment 
of the Britiſh Navy reflected ſo much luſ- 
tre on the exertions of the Earl of Sand- 
wich; and whilſt I am anxious to give 
his Lordſhip every credit he fo juſtly me- 
rits, happy ſhould I be could I throw a 
ſhade over the conduct of ſome of our 
Naval Commanders, to whoſe charge the 
fleets of England were committed; but 
as J ſhall have occaſion to enlarge on this 
ſubject, in treating of the reſpective cha; 
racters of thoſe officers, I ſhall' content 
myſelf at preſent with taking a compara- 
| tive view of the conduct of the noble 
Earl, and noble Viſcount, in their mini- 
eie r 


Earl of Sandwich -Courteous, affuble, 
and 1 of acceſs. 


B 2 Viſcount 


u 

Viſcount Howe—Auſtere, moroſe, and 
inacceſſible. 5 
| The noble Earl—A conftant patron or 
unprotected merit. 'Y 

The noble Viſcount—Hlow to reward 
u. and partial in his promotions“. 

The Earl A moſt perfect maſter of 


. N e N d in "ho 


Army. 2 
The Mee ice of che buſi- 
-neſs. over: which he 2 * bred 
in the Nautical ſehodl. 

The Parl—Supported uh ee 

dignity the * ___ * of the 
cee. 
„ t eu teak 
ing to minutiz, beneath even the Serre- 
tary; and in many inſtances regardleſs of 
che important duties of his office. | 


* Witneſs the recent promotiorr of Flag Officers. ; 
| | The 


64 


The noble Earl—A well informed 
member, and adviſer, of the Cabinet. 


The Viſcount—A mere cypher i in it. 


The Earl—Full of  iberality, ſound 
ſenſe, and penetration. 


The Viſcount—Enveloped in «ry, | 
and perplexed with errors. 

a ina as 0 ag 
poſlible, to ſtate the oppoſite traĩts which 
appear in the reſpective characters of the 
two noble Peers, I think it fair to ob- 


ſerve, that if Lord Sandwich had a fault, | 


it was that of ſaeriſoing too much to 


party." As to Lord Howe, I belve ne 


one ever doubted his integrity; —at the 
fame time I ſhalt not heſitate to ſay, that 
his abilities by no means render him fit 
for the ſtation of Firſt Lord of the Ad- 
miralty, Under the direction of able 
men, the buſineſs of the Admiralty, and 
its dependant Boards, would glide on in 
one continued channel of uſeful progreſs 
CN B 3 | and 


* 


and national advantage; inſtead of which, 
I will be bold to ſay, that all the re- 
ſearches of the preſent Board have carried 
them no farther than to a few trifling 
ſavings in the article of condemned ſtores, 
and lopping off ſome inſignificant perqui- 
ſites, beneath the attention of the noble 
Viſcount, and his coadjutors in office. 
Had their ceconomic ſyſtem happily per- 
vaded the interior Cabinet of the Admi- 
ralty, the Public might have been ſpared 
the expende of erecting a magnificent 
houſe for the reſidence of the Firſt Lord; 
for if additional offices were abſolutely 
neceſſary for the better diſcharge of that 
increaſing buſineſs which profound peace 
brings with it, why not convert one of 
the honſes of the other Commiſſioners to 
that purpoſe ? Surely 16001. per annum, 
for- doing nothing, is ſufficient” for a tool 
of Adminiftration! If not, an extra/allow- 
ance: of fol. or 1:50, a year, for houſe 
rent; &c; would no doubt have met the 
| ce cbnſent of the Junior Lord Com- 
F miſſioner, 


e 7 


miſſioner, who is allowed a houſe i in the 
Admiralty, that would have been very fit 
for the purpoſe. By ſuch an arrange- 
ment, the thouſands which are now wan- 
tonly laviſhed, might have been added to 
a fund that ought to be raiſed for the pur- 
poſe of affording an additional receptacle 
for thoſe diſabled tars who, to the diſ- 
grace of the firſt maritime ſtate in the 
world, are now begging in our ſtreets, or 
pining in our gaols, amidſt all the miſe- 
ries of famine and deſpair. Many too, 
appear monthly ſpectacles before that aw- 
ful tribunal where they are ſummoned to 
anſwer for having violated the laws of a 
country, under which they could find no 
relief from the calls of hunger, and whoſe 
battles they have bravely fought in every 
quarter of the globe. If ſuch are the re- 
wards of long and faithful ſervices, where, 
my generous countrymen, ſhall we find 
men to uphold the Glory of England in 
any future wars! But I am wandering 
from my original intention, which is that 
; B 4 of 


| 68 
of delineatin g the Characters of Nay al 
Officers ; 1 ſhall therefore pay the com- 
pliment to the preſent Firſt Lord of the 


Admiralty, and commence my Atalantis 


with the Military Character of Richard 
Vi count - Howe, 
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MILITARY CHARACTER 
o r 


RICHARD VISCOUNT * HOWE. 


P. is unneceſſary for me to dank on 
the antiquity of the family from which 
this noble Lord is deſcended ;—ſaffice it 
to ſay, that it has produced many heroes, 
whoſe names are enrolled in the brighe 
records of military honor ! The 

| Viſcount bears the rank of Admiral of the 
White Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet; and 
in the early part of his life diſtinguiſhed 
| himſelf, upon many occaſions, in a very 
brave and gallant manner as 4 Captain ĩn 
the Royal Navy ; but ſince his Lordfhip's 
promotion to'a Flag, we do not find thathe 
has in any reſpect fignatized himſetf; in 
fact, his Lordſhip's conduct on the coaft 
of North America, rather ſerved to throw 
| a ſhade 


100 
a ſhade over the laurels he had acquired in... 
the fire and impetuoſity of youth. 
us accompany the noble Viſcount to 
Europe, and take a view of his conduct in 
the command of the Weſtern Squardron ; 
even there it would be difficult tofind that 
bis Lordſhip added any freſh laurels to 
thoſe which earlier fame had woven round 
his head] It will be ſaid that the enem 
was ſuperior to us in the Channel; z ad 
mitting it to be ſoz yet there. are Various | 
opportunities for an Admiral to acquire 
praiſe, even in the exerciſe of the com- 
mon routine of command; ſuch as urba⸗ 
nity of manners, readineſs of acceſs, : atten» 
tion to the ſick, and 2 thouſand other 
qualities, neceſſary to orm the character 
of a commander i in chief. But 1 no ſuch 
generous praiſes accompanied the noble 
Lord's return to Spithead; and all he 
; could. boaſt of was, having brought his 
ſquadron. through the narrow channel 
which divides the illands of Scilly from 
the main land of England ; thereby ſav- 


12 70 Fo | ing 
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E 
ing himſelf the mortification of falling 
into the hands of the purſuing enemy. 
We ſhall find his Lordſhip, in this inſtance, 


as in ſome others that follow, an admira- 


ble adept in ſying manœuvres! Witneſs 
the relief of Gibraltar, where the noble 
Admiral precipitately retreated through 
the Streights, for which ſervice he re- 
ceived the banks of both Houſes of Par- 


liament. How far the noble Admiral 


merited this teſtimony of approbation 
from the firſt aſſembly in the world, time 


(which:regulates every other event) will, I 


believe, find it difficult to diſcover. In 
ſhort; his Lordſhip's actions throughout 


the whole of this buſineſs formed one 


continued chain of orders, unintelligible 
to ordinary capacities, and of i ſignals 
ſcarcely to be underſtood, and even when 


underſtood, bearing more than the con- 


ſtruction they were ſeparately meant to 


convey. We even find his Lordſhip: to 


have been ſo thoroughly ignorant of the 


rank 


( 12 ) 

rank als one of the Flag Officers who fery- 
© ed under him (Rear Admiral Alexander 
Hood) that at the time the noble Viſ- 
count thought fit to withdraw his fleet 
from that of the combined foe, after a fe 
hours cannonade, and to detach eight fail 
of the line, as a reinforcement to the 
fquardron then employed in the Weſt In- 
dies I ſay, ſo very ignorant was he of 
the circumſtance of the above named Rear 
Admiral being a fenior officer to Sir 
Samuel (now Lord) Hood, till the very 
day the detachment was to ſail, that his 
Loerdſhip found himſelf under the neceſ- 
fity of giving the command of it to Sir 
Richard Hughes, at a moment's notice, 
made in favour of Admiral Alexander 
Hood. Had nat this unpardonable blun- 
der been corrected in time, there is not a 

doubt but that very excellent officer, Lord 
Hood, would have returned home in diſ- 
ne . a ſenior officer (although 
his 


Con ?7- 

his brother) to ſupercede him in com- 
mand. Thus might this country have 
been deprived of the glorious ſervices of an 
officer who ſo nobly ſeconded the gallant 
Rodney, in leading the Britiſh fleet to 
victory, on the ever memorable 12th of 
April. But to return with the noble Viſ- 
count to Gibraltar. 

It is notorious, that the . was 
relieved more through chance, than his 
Lordſhips exertions; for by ſome ſhame- 
ful negle& or unintelligible ſignals, only 
fourteen ſail of ſtoreſhips got into the Bay 
the evening that the Fleet approached it. 
The remainder were abandoned to the 
mercy of the Mediterranean Sea, and 
might have fallen into the hands of the 
enemy, had it not been for the vigilance 
and activity of Captain Holloway, in the 
Buffalo ſixty gun ſhip; for the combined 

fleet quitted their anchorage in the Bay 
of Algeziras, and ſtood over to the coaſt of 
Barbary, in fight of the Britiſh ſqua- 
dron, which was at this time keeping the 


n 

coaſts of Spain aboard, with a view of 
regaining Gibraltar by ſhort tacks. And 
here I cannot forbear remarking on the 
great want of ſeamanſhip which his Lord- 
ſhip diſplayed, when a ſtrong Levant, or 
_ eaſterly wind came on to blow very hard; 
for inſtead. of uſing.that caution and cir- 
cumſpection which his ſituation required, 
he carried ſuch a preſs of fail, that the 
whole fleet were at the back of the rock 
ſo unexpectedly, it was a miracle they 


were not all daſhed to pieces; and in ſuch 


a perilous ſituation did they remain for 
ſome hours, with a moſt tremendous ſwell 
and little wind, that the-ſhips were alto- 
gether ungovernable, and perpetually in 
danger of ſinking each other; the Princeſs 


Amelia, and other ſhips, were abſfolutely- 
driven under the fire of the. Spaniſh batte- | 


ries; and in ſhort, all was hurry, confuſi- 
on, and want of preſence of mind a virtue 
moſt highly neceſſary in the hour of ex- 
treme danger. At length by one of thoſe 


wonderful intetpaſitions ef. Providence, 


Arc | | > which 
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which ſometimes happen, the fleet happily 
got clear of the rock, and ſtood over to the 
Bay of Tetuan, on the coaſt of Barbary ; 
where the troops, deſtined to reinforce 
the garriſon, were diſembarked from the | 
line of battle ſhips into frigates, and by 
them tranſported thither. This buſineſs 
had ſcarcely been effected, when the ene- 
my appeared in full force, coming down 
upon the Engliſh fleet, which was con- 
ducted with great expedition through the 
Streights into'the Atlantic Ocean, The 
enemy carying a crowd of fail, in purſuit, 
and at length coming up with the latter, 
the enemy commenced a diſtant cannonade; 
having previouſly arraigned their ſhips, 
during the courſe of the day, in ſuch a man- 
ner as to make it viſible to the meaneſt 
capacity, that it was their intention, if poſ- 
ſible, to cut off the rear diviſion. Whether 
the noble Viſcount was determined not to 
ſee as other people did, I cannot ſay; 
but true it is, that had it not been for the 
OY 1 good * of Vice Ad- 
[25 | miral 


62609 


mical-Milbanke, and the rear diviſion un- 
—_ der his command, they would aſſuredly 
have been captured; and ſo thoroughly 
had Lord Howe conſigned them. to their 
fate, that till he diſpached a frigate to 
know the event, he concluded they were 
no longer a part of his ſquadron. The 
| center (his Lordſhip's own. diviſion) was 
not in action, being ſeparated ſome miles 
from the van and rear, who bore the whole 
brunt of the fire. To be brief, Gibraltar 
was relieved, and the fleet returned in ſafes 
ty to England. Thanks to the wiſe diſ- 
poſer of evenis alone, and not to the 
noble Viſceum mabo.commended the ex- 


pedition 


3 JUNIOR. 


ADMIRAL. 
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| ADMIRAL SIR THOMAS PYE. 


IT is rather deviating from my original 
intention to bring forward characters 
who are no longer in exiſtence ; but there 
was ſomething ſo very extraordinary and 
eccentric about this Officer, as will, 1 
truſt, be admitted as an excuſe for placing 
him among the living characters. 
WMe do not find that Sir Thomas Pye 
poſſeſſed any requiſite that could recom- 
mend him to public favour, but in his 
ſtation of Port-Admiral, at Porſmouth, 
during the late war. He was deſcended 
from a very ancient family in the Coun- 
ty of. Berks; and being a younger ſon, 
was deſtined for the ſea ſervice, ;before his 
parents had conſulted his inclination, or 
examined how far he was calculated for 
ſuch a life. To a very confined under- 
ſtanding, the. Admiral joined an infinite 
þ „ ſhare 


a ſuux put which he committed there, and 


of the Admiralty deprived him ef three 
years ran. White the Commddore co. 


(1 


ſhare of perſonal vanity and ſapefcilious 

conſequence ; and was a dupe to any crea- 
ture who would flatter the former wenk- 
neſs, or humbly bow at the ſhallow ſhrine 
of the latter. So deficient was he in point 
of eruditlon and tlafſical knowledge, that 
it was Extremely fortunate; the ſtation 


in Which he was placed, rendered it 


unneceſfary for his Mei warben 


to reach the public prints 9 24 14? 


Thfeugk the intereſt of me Barbiurf 


family, ts which Sir Thomas Pye was to- 


latetl, and By a Ipecieb of fervility, which 
he knew how to proſtitute at the ſhrine 
of ' Power, he tofe, by rapid degree, to 
Naval Rank. The Weſt Indies was the 
firlt "Ration where he diſplayed 4 broad 
pendant as Comtiiander in Chief; and by 


which ls notorioufly küdwn, the Lords 


tinged upon the Leeward Iſland ſtatibn, 
his whole time nn intrigue, 


and, 


( 19 ) 
and, With a figure as awkward as his ad- 
dreſs was diſguſting, he had the vanity to 

believe that he was irrefiſtible in the eyes 
of every woman who beheld his curious 
perſon; A ſtory, no leſs laughable than 
true, is recorded of him in Antigua 
Having long been enamoured of ' a mer- 
chant's lady of that Iſland, the Commo- 
dore came to a reſolution of laying regu- 
lar flege to her; in conſequence of which, 
notwithſtanding ſhe Was the moſt affecti- 
onate and exemplary of wives, he had the 
inſolence to make known to her his bru- 
tal paſfon, and abſolutely requeſted ſhe 
would give kim an affignation. The 
lady ſesmed te favour his ſuit, and ap- 
peinted u certain evening at her own 
houſe, hem it was ſappoſed that Benedict 
would be abroad! Our here did not fail 
to be punctual to the appointment, and 
the huſband, ' having been previouſly let 
into the ſeeret, provided -a beſket-t& be 
let down from the window of the lady's 
53 in which it had been agreed 

e 8 that 
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that the amorous Commodore was to have 
been drawn up by ſome. truſty negro; 
when, lol to his unſpeakable mortifica- 
tion, he ſoon found himſelf ſuſpended 


balf way between the window and the 


ground in which ſituation he continued 
all night a prey to the moſquitos, and 
other noxious inſects peculiar. to that 
country; and was expoſed; in the morn- 
ing to the deriſion of the multitude, Who 
| flocked from all parts to behold. the exal- 
tation of the laſcivious Commander in 
; Chief. f o anon d le 13-555 [0g 

„Although this) mottifying. ſtory ac- 
companied his return to Europe, hel ne- 
vertheleſs proſecuted his intrigues; with 
| unabating ardour oy At the commence- 
ment of the (American: diſturbances; we 
find his, Flag flying at Spitheatl ; and 
during the many years he enjoyed that 
command, he was ſcarce ever knoym co 
go oven the-theethold of his door, His 
time was: wholly, employed... between, the 


duties of, his ſtation (to. whĩ ch it muſt be 
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allowed he paid great attention) and car- 
rying on amours with the wives and daugh- 
ters of ſuch inferior Officers as were mean 
enough to purchaſe favour by the ſhame- 
ful proſtitution of their deareſt connexions 
to this emaciated old goat. Many of theſe 
creatures now bear ' rank in the ſervice; 
while the brave and honeſt tar pines 
in anguiſh and deſpair, or is driven by 
the iron hand of neceſſity to ſerve the 
enemies of his country againſt his will. 
When his Majeſty firſt honored' the Fleet 
at Portſmouth with a viſit, he was pleaſed 
to confer upon the Admiral the honor of 
Knighthood ; and at a ſucceeding viſita- 
tion another year, the ſame rank was con- 
ferred upon his Captain, now Sir Digby 
Dent. 4 K | 
In his capacity as Commander in Chief, 
the Admiral gave general ſatisfaction, ex- 
cept to Lord Howe, who being a junior 
Flag Officer, and not entertaining the 
higheſt opinion of his ſenior's abilities, 
could not brook his interfering unneceſſa- 
% 
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rily with the ſquadron under his Lord - 
ſhip's command at Spitheed ; on which 
account, Sir Thomas was granted have of 
abſence from his duty for fix weeks, and 
Vice Admiral Milbanke was. ordered to 
Portſmouth to ſucceed him, as à tempo- 
tary Commander, the latter being junior 
to Lord Howe, whoſe haughty mind can- 
net brook cantroul in the line of his pro- 
 feſfion, although ſervile to adulation at a 
Miniſter's mandate. Sir Thomas Pye was 
a conſtant tool to the Firſt Lord of the 
Admiralty, by whom he was at length 
 fewarded with the Lieutenant Generalſhip 
of Marines, upon which be retired, and 
devoted the remainder of his days to his 
numerous female attachments. | 
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LORD RODNEY. 


| „ dann brilliant ſucceſs ITAL in ſo 
many inſtances, marked the actions 
of this diſtingued Admiral during the late 
war, juſtly entitles him to the appellation 
of a fortunate Commander; and has proved 
to him a fountain of public honors} The 
noble Lord is Admiral of the White 
Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet, Vice 
Admiral of England, Knight of the Mi- 
litary Order of the Bath, and enjoys a 
penſion from the liberality of Parliament, 
for the ſervices he has rendered his coun« 
try. His Lordſhip's firſt entrance into 
public life was more marked by the pur- 
ſuits of pleaſure, than thoſe of his pro- 
feſſion; and it was rather his pride to fi- 
gure in the circle of a Court, than to 
bury himſelf in the Rady of Naval Tac- 
tic : hence it will, in the ſequel, appear, 
that he was often found deficient as a Flag 
BOS, 84 Oe 
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Officer, in practical ſeamanſhip, and of 
courſe indebted to the judgment of his 
Captains for the laurels which adorn his 
brow. Previous to my entering upon a 
diſquiſition of his Lordfhip's defects in 
this inſtance, it may not be improper to 
premiſe, that at the time the command 
of the ſquadron, deſtined for the Weſt In- 
dies, was offered to the noble Admiral, 
he was in exile on account of his debts; 
and even ſuch were the embarraſsments 
under which he then laboured, in the 
country to which he had retired, that had 
it not been for the princely munificence 
of an (illuſtrious French Nobleman®, he 
could not have quitted that country. I 
ſhall paſs over the leſs important annals 
of his Lordſhip's life, and bring him at 
_— that p ra ey it, n 


LY 


* This benevolent Nobleman (fad to by 55 — 
a ge Penthievre) not only paid his debts, but generouſly 
afforded him the means f repairing to that command 
which proved er ud . to the 8885 of 
| Fennce. wie Fo 
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amidſt the purſuits of mercileſs creditors, 
who followed him to Portſmouth, he 
happily embarked on board his Majeſty's 
| ſhip. the Sandwich, in order to proceed to 
the relief of Gibraltar; and I muſt do 
the noble Admiral the juſtice: to ſay, that 
no man ever embarked on ſervice with a 
more enthuſiaſtic zeal for the real honor 
of his country ! 17 | 
It would afford me a a ſenkble @ | 
tisfaction to follow his Lordſhip with my 
praiſes throughout the courſe of his com 
mand; but I have pledged myſelf to re- 
late facts: and ſhall therefore firſt obſerve, 
that when the noble Lord fell jn with the 
Spaniſh ſquadron, commanded by Don 
Juan de Langara, it is notorious,. that not 
a ſhip of them would have been taken, 
had it not been for the active zeal, and 
heroic ardour of Captain Voung, of the 
Sandwich; for the noble Admiral had po- 


| fitively given orders, that the ſignal for 


chace ſhould be hauled down, when the 
gallant Captain { now - no more) re- 
queſted 
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queſted he would: retire to his cabbin, 
and he ſhould be obeyed; inſtead of 
which he repeated the ſignal to chace, 
and thereby led: the 2 Fleet to a 
glorious. victory 
In following the noble Lord to the Weſt 
Indies, we ſhall find his conduct in many 
Inſtances reprehenſible, even on that me- 
morable day, the 12th of April, to which 
he owes the principal honours that have 
deen beftowed upon him. Tis true the 
noble Admiral difplayed infinite zeal and 
ardor in bringing the French Fleet to ac- 
tion, but had not preſence of mind enough 

to take that advantage which the ſucceſs 
of the day offered to him for the Comte 
de Graſſe had not truck his Flag roo . 


viutes, when $ir George Rodney ordered 


| the fignal for battle to be hauled down. 
Fluſhed with the capture of the French 
Commander, the Britiſh Admiral had not 
forefight to wait the effect of the panic 
with which the enemy was ftruck. The 
neon was nn many ſhips were 
| captured; 


a 


captured; and ſome that retreated, had 
they been timely purſued, might have 
added to the triumph. Thus was a glo- 
rious opportunity loſt for annihilating the 
marine power of France in that quarter 
of the globe. I cannot, however, for- 
bear mentioning an inſtance of private 
friendſbip, which did honour to his Lord- 
ſhip's feelings in the moment of victory. 
Previous to his embarkation at Ply- 
mouth, he reſided at the houſe of Paul 
Ourry, Efq. then Commiſſioner at that 
port; and in the courſe of an evening's 
converſation, his Lordſhip having, as was 
uſual to him, dwelt with great fire upon the 
certainty of vanquiſhing the enemy, Mr. 
Ourry coolly ſaid to him, “ Sir George, 
** if what you vainly anticipate ſhould 
% come to paſs, will you make my friend 
Hancock Kelly a Captain?“ He declared 
he would ; and when the Admiral ſent 
home his diſpatches, they were accompa- 


nied by the following friendly letter to 
the Commiſſioner : 


„My 


628) 
1 « My dear Paul, 52 
is done - the battle 7 a 21 Bi- 
e tain's Flag victorious I have made 
«« your friend Kelly a Captain. My com- 
« 328 to the amiable Caroline; 52 
cc Tam $09 
8 5 28 ” Tan Sa 
64044 ien % G. B. RODNEY." 


In conſideration of this exalted inſtance 
of private friendſhip, in his Lordſhip's 
advanced ſtate of life, I ſhall not diſturb 
the evening of his days by any ſtritures 
en his conduct at St. Euſtatius, &c. &c 
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PHE. A tad pry td 
have ever diſtinguiſhed this deferving 
officer, ĩs too well known to need any par- 
ticular comment. With an unblemiſhed 


character, he has attained the higheſt rank 


in his profeſſion, that of Admiral of the 
White Squadron of his Majeſty's fleet; and 
although far advanced in years, he yet 
poſſeſſes ſufficient ſtrength of mind, and 
gallantry of diſpoſition, to do honor to the 
Britiſh flag. There are no ſtriking features 
which particularly mark the nautical cha- 
rater of this worthy Admiral; I ſhall 
therefore only inſtance the period of his 


command ſome years ago on the Leward 


Iſland ſtation, where, by his example and 
inſtruction, many young men of the moſt 
noble families in England, were taught 
the firſt rudiments of that profeſſion, of 
A during the late war, they proved 

the 


8 IS i ” &. 


= 
- 


1 
* 
* 
1 
4 
* 
1 
4 
4 


— 
* 


th 


any further panegyric on this 


ebhelude by 


he is juſtly entitled to the approbation of 


1 


Ee 


1 Þ 
diſtinguiſhed ornaments. W 


ing 


officer, 1 fhal 


* 

* 

. 8 

o Sud 
% 


\ 


ADMIN AL. 


obſerving, that 
ral tenor of his 


* 


NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 


* 


the moſt 


ki 92 f ] * 
G * . ; 
| y conduct. 
1 
5 * 
' 17 
"s 
£ 1 
4 | 4 « 
* 1 0 
A8 
* 
* 


out 


— — — — 
— — 


— 


— — — — * 1 * 
- _ ”— —— ” —_— — 
* ———— x' œ — N22 7˙ —nm̃7 — —— —— N 
— We} St - rr « 


n 
ADMIRAL MoNTAGU. 
T* outlines of this fingular officer 
form ſuch an extraordinary. com 


pound, as renders it a taſł of ſome diffi= 
culty to delineate his character with pre- 


Ciſion. He bears the rank of Admiral of 


the White Squadron of his Majeſty's fleet; 
and calls himſelf a deſcendant of the noble 
family of Sandwich. However, when we 
conſider the offenſive vulgariſms which 
mark his converſation, and the unexem- 
pled rudeneſs of his manners, as well in 
public as in private life, one would be 
apt to ĩmagine, that our Admiral's affinity 
to the poliſhed houſe of Montagu, was 
very far removed. 

A martinet, without diſcipline, and 3 
diſciplinarian, without method, he was 
always aiming at that which was beyond 
the reach of his abilities, or affecting to 
diſregard what it ought to be the pride of 
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every military man to aſpire at--the appro- 


bation and eſteem of his brother officers | 
The” profeſſional conduct of this Ad- 
miral, prior to his attainment of a flag, is 


not marked with any trait that can either 


throw a luſtre, or caſt a ſnade upon his cha- 


kacter. During part of the late war, he 
was Governor and Commander in Chief at 


Newfoundland ;' and had afterwards the 
comtnand of his:Majeſty's ſhips employed 
on the coaſt of North America. It is uſe- 


t&fs to fay more, than that the Admiral 


held theſe appointments ſome time, and 
then returned to England. He made 


| Viinfelf remarkable on the trial of the de- 


ceaſed: Lord Keppel, by putting the fol- 


lowing queſtion to every officer who gave 


evidence at thĩs extraordinary Court Mar- 


tial:—* Did Admiral Keppel's conduct, 


on the 27th of July, in any reſpect 
i tarniſh the luſtre of the Britiſh: flag? 
This important queſtion was ſo: pointed, 
that it hada decided, weight in the Admi- 
ral's nn and cauſed a coolneſs be». 
W | . , tween 
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tween the noble Lord then at the head of 
the Admiralty, and his new relation. On 
Lord Howe's coming to the Board, Admi- 
ral Montagu was appointed Commander 
in Chief at Portſmouth, where he continued 
till he was ſuperceded by Lord Hood ;— 
an event which gave infinite ſatisfaction 
to 0 all the officers employed at that port. 
| | NAUFICUS Ren. 
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ADMIRAL PIGOT. 


Wurx this accompliſhed Officer was 
appointed to ſucceed Lord Rodney, 
as Commander in Chief -of his Majeſty's 
ſhips employed in the Weſt Indies, his 
character, as a profeſſional man, had not 
reached its zenith, although his rank en- 
titled him to hoiſt his flag at the main. 

Hence it was that the Tory party, which 
has been ſo effectually undermining the 
conſtitution of this country for a ſeries of 
years, took upon them to augur, that the 
| honour of the Britiſh flag was committed 
to the diſcretion of an Officer whoſe nau- 
tical experience was incompetent to a 
charge of ſo much importance to the na- 
tion. 

The Admiral, however, by his exem- 
plary conduct, happily averted the poi- 
ſoned arrows that the malevolence of 
__ had directed _ his fame, and 
om 
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proved one of thoſe inſtances which ſome- 
times happen, that well-founded 7heory, 
| when properly ingrafted on the noble 
ſtock of zeal and bravery, may tend. to 
promote military ſervice as much as prac-. 
tical experience, unimproved by mathe- 
matical knowledge and the ſcience of na- 
val tactics. | 
Admiral Pigot's conduct on the other 
fide the Atlantic Ocean, as well in the 
Weſt Indies as on the coaſts of North 
America, fully juſtified his Sovereign's 
choice, and won him the eſteem and ad- 
miration of all the fleet, | 
The ratification of a peace, which, 
though originating in ſound policy, was 
ſhamefully concluded, prevented the Ad- 
miral from giving any ſignal proofs of 
that perſonal courage which is one of the 
leading characteriſtics of the reſpectable 
family from which he is deſcended. On 
the late appearance of a war, the voice of 
the nation unanimouſly approved of this 
excellent Officer for their Naval cham- 
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63 
pion; and it is ſufficient to ſay, that ſuch 
great characters as Admirals Barrington, 
Hotham, and Jervis, were proud to offer 
their ſervices under his banners: — no 
ſtronger panegyric can be given, unleſs it 
is to add, that Admiral Pigot's- private 
virtues and elegance of manners give a 
brilliant finiſh to his profeſſional cha- 
racer ! | "24 '* 15334 | 
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LORD SHULDHAM. _ 


HIS Admiral poſſeſſes no profeſſional 

merit to render him worthy of public 
notice; but the noble Hibernian is ſo 
every way qualified for a ſplendid foil to 
the naval wortbiet, whoſe names adorn 
this Atalantis, that it is a tribute due to 
their ſuperior excellence to 1 him in 
that ligbt among them. * 

His Lordſhip, conſidered as a a0 
man, a ſeaman, or a friend, will be found 
to be equally deficient in all thoſe cha- 
racters. The rank of an Iriſh Baron he 
. owes to a circumſtance by no means cal- 
culated to add luftre to a coronet !—that 
of an Admiral to fortuitous events; and 
as for the ſoothing voice of friendſhip, 
her generous ſympathy never yet ap- 
proached his car, or dwelt upon wa 
3 0 4058 S | 


D 3 1 8 


\ M9 


Unexpectedly raiſed to dignities above 
the line of that mediocrity in which the 
Admiral had been uſed to move, and for- 
getful of what was due to his former con- 
nections, the noble Lord, by his elevation 

to the Peerage of the ſiſter kingdom, aſ- 
famed a conſequence too great for the lit- 
tle, and too little for the great; and is 
at this time conſidered by each as a kind 
of poſthumous excreſcence of muſhroom 
nobllityt+: 5 onel1+2z2 4 
It may be confidared' a as a blot in 00 
miniſterial eſcutcheon of the Earl of 
Sandwich, that he entruſted the command 
of his Majeſty's ſhips in North America, 
to the direction of ſuch an officer as Ad- 
miral Shuldham, whom the real exi- 
gences of affairs rendered it neceſſary to 
recall from thence in a very ſudden manner. 
His Lordſhip's ſubſequent appointment 
as Port Admiral, at Plymouth, ſtamped 
his character with an additional trait of 
that ſervile adulation which paved his way 
to temporary conſequence. The noble 
eee 75 by. 
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Lord took the reins of that command 
without the power of directing them with 
judgment, and continued there for a ſe- 
ries of years, without leaving behind him 
one trace of official greatneſs, or of pri- 
vate benevolence! 
ö NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 
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SIR PETER PARKER, Baxr, 


* 

MON G 7 various ; Flog-Offerrs 

who diſtinguiſhed themſelves during 
the late war, nd gne gave more con- 
vincing proofs of perſonal valour than 
this Admiral. His gallant attack upon 
Sulivan Fort, in America, in his Majeſ- 
ty's ſnip the Briſtol, of fifty guns, was 
ſuch as is ſcarcely to be equalled. The 
quarter-deck of the Briſtol was twice 
cleared by the enemy's batteries, whilſt 
the undaunted hero braved ſurrounding 
danger, regardleſs of the ſlaughter which 
every where preſented itſelf before him; 


and received the inceſſant fire of the Ame- 


ricans, with an intrepidity and coolneſs 
that would have done honour to the Ro- 
man name! This gallant Officer is Ad- 
miral of the Blue Squadron of his Ma- 
jeſty's Fleet, and ſome years ſince received 
the honour of knighthood, as a reward 


* 
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for his mieritorious ſervices in North Ames 
rica. : Hs. progreſs in the navy has been 


regular, fteady, and uniform; and is pro- 


feſſional character ſtands unimpeached. 
Early in the late war he was appointed 


Commander an Chief of his Majeſty's ſhips 
at Jamaica; and after a long reſidence on 


that ſtation, he happily returned to Eu- 
rope with a brilliant fortune, moſt ho- 
norably acquired. The merchants of the 
Iſlands of Cuba and Hiſpaniola had rea- 
ſon to dread the name of Parker, for ſuch 
was the diſpoſition in which he placed 
his cruizing frigates, that nothing could 
eſcape them. This brought ſuch an in- 
flux of ſpecie into Jamaica as was never 
known before, and endeared the Admiral 
to the inhabitants of that important 


Iſland in the moſt grateful and affec- 
tionate manner. Soon after Sir Peter's 


return to England, he was raiſed to the 
dignity of a Baronet of Great Britain, 
and elected one of the Repreſentatives to 


ſerve in the preſent Parliament for the 


Cinque 
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Cinque Port of Seaford, in Suſſex; but 
through ſome underhand manœuvres of 
the arch- patriot of Ireland“, he was on 
petition thrown out. He has, however, 
ſince that been re- elected by the unani- 


mous ſuffrages of his conſtituents. 
+17» - NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 
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ADMIRAL BARRINGTON. 


HIS truly meritorious Admiral poſ- 
_* ſefſes every virtue that can adorn the 
Officer, or the Man; and although de- 
ſcended from a very ancient and noble fa- 
mily, he was at all times ready to forego 
the honours of rank, and comforts of eaſe, 
when his country called for his profeſ- 
fional ſervices. The Honourable Admi- 
ral is brother to Lord Viſcount Barring- 
ton, 'of the kingdom of Ireland, Admiral 
of the Blue Squadron of his Majeſty's 
Fleet, and Lieutenant General of Ma- 
Tines. From early youth he ſhewed an 
attachment to the Naval ſervice, in which 
he roſe by regular and progreſſive ſtages to 
the rank he now bears, more from his ac- 
tive exertion as a thorough bred ſeaman, 
than from thoſe family connections which, 
unhappily for this country, have raiſed 


too 


3 
too many of the inactive younger branches 
of noble families to that rank which ought 
to have been beſtowed on more experienced 
and more deſerving Officers -a ſyſtem 
which muſt, ſooner or later, prove fatal 
to the very exiſtence of the Navy. It is 
totally unneceſſary for me to ſay that the 
Admiral paſſed through the ſeveral gra- 
dations of ſubordinate ſervice with an eclat 
equalled by few, and ſurpaſſed by none; 
and in the more elevated rank of a Flag 
Officer, ſtands unrivalled; The reduction 
of the Iſland of St. Lucia, muſt immor- 
talize his name; and his gallant de- 
ſence of it after wards, is firſt among the 
- Haval atchievements of the late war. 
With a much inferior ſquadron, the gal- 
dant Admiral repulſed the powerful fleet 


commanded by the celebrated Count d Eſ- 


taing, and thereby preſerved an Iſland 
which might juſtly: be called the eye to 
the French Weſt India Colonies; for, 
from its local fituation, it not only com- 
babies; 63 manded 


( 45 ) 
manded a view of every veſſel going into, 


or coming out of Martinique, but afforded 


an opportunity for the Britiſh ſquadron, 
lying in the Bay of Gros Iſlet, to give im- 
mediate chace. Witneſs the various con- 
voys of naval ſtores captured by Rear Ad- 
miral Hyde Parker ; and alſo Lord Rod- 
ney's victory on the memorable 12th 
of April. In ſhort, in ſo important a 
light did the French conſider this valuable 
and fertile Iſland, that they made the ceſ- 
ſion of it one of the firſt preliminaries 
in the late treaty of peace; and, thanks 
to the wiſdom of the immaculate Mar- 
quis of Lanſdown, it was given them, 
with the Ifland of Tobago, as an addi- 
tional douceur, to ſweeten the bewitching 
treaty.” | 

But, to advert again to the brave Admi- 


ral,-we do not find that his return to Eu- 
rope, after this /jgnal ſervice, was diſtin- 


guiſhed by any particular mark of his Sove- 
rergn's fayour, or that his veteran ſhoulders 
8 were 
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were graced with thoſe 4/u/hing honours 
which have been ſo laviſhly beſtowed on 
others'of inferior rank. Modeſt and in- 
trinſic merit will always exalt itſelf; and 
there is not a doubt but this diſtinguiſhed 
ſeaman feels more real contentment from 
the conſciouſneſs of ſelf applauſe, than if 
the fountain of honour was to play in 
ſtreams upon him. His fame, through 
the exigencies of affairs, and a long ſeries 
of faithful ſervices, found an avenue to 
the Royal breaſt; but although his Ma- 
jeſty earneſtly and perſonally, in the Clo- 
ſet, ſolicited the Honourable Admiral to 
take the command of the Weſtern Squa- 
dron, he prudently, though reſpectfully. 
refuſed going in that ſtation, with his 
hands tied behmd him, but nobly offered 
his ſervices as ſecond in command; wiſe- 
ly judging, that a character honourably 
acquired, ſhould not be hazarded at the 
precarious ſhrine of miniſterial manœu- 
e £8 | 


Endeared 
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67 
Endeared to Old England, and beloved 


by all mankind, this worthy and truly 
honourable Admiral ſtands an unequivo- 
cal proof, that the brave and virtuous 


will ever be —— honoured, and ad- 
mired] 
 NAUTICUS J UNIOR, 
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VICE ADMIRAL ARBUTHNOT. 


TPHIS Admiral's conduct. in. America 

has been ſo variouſly ſpoken of, and 
I. confeſs myſelf fo totally ignorant of it, 
except from the report of the officers who 
ſerved in the ſquadron under his com- 
mand, that it would be departing from 
the declarations of candour, with which 
thoſe characters were commenced, to ſpeak 
decidedly upon a ſubject of ſo delicate a 
nature; it is therefore-impoſſible for me 
to ſay whether the ſevere cenſures which 
have been paſſed upon this officer's con- 


duct, are juſtly founded, or that having 


previouſly occupied a civil department in 
the Navy*, a kind of diſtruſt of the Ad- 
miral's military exertions and abilities 
might operate to his prejudice, on the 
minds of a fleet which had been accuſ- 
4omed, for a length of time, to active and | 


* Commiſſioner at Halifax, in Nova Scotia. 
5 | ſerious 
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ſerious ſervices under more experienced 
commanders. 

It is, however, beyond a doubt (from 
'what cauſe is not generally known) that 
the operations of the fleet, when under 
Admiral Arbuthnot's command, reflected 
no great honour on the Britiſh Flag; nor 
did they tend in any degree to effect the 
great purpoſes for which that Naval force 
was ſent into the American ſeas, 
During the period of this Admiral's 
command, the livid colours of France ac- 
quired a brighter hue than they had ever 
before diſplayed in any quarter of the 
globe, when oppoſed to Engliſh True 
Blue; and certain it is, that there was a 
fault ſomewhere; but the ſame ſecret in- 
fluence which ſcreened ſo many military 
errors in the Weſt Indies, and in Europe, 
during the late unfortunate war, from 
public enquiry, extended its protective 
wings over the directors of the inauſpi- 
cious campaigns on the coaſts of North 
America, _ 7 4 
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VICE ADMIRAL RODDAM. ; 


Tuts worthy Officer forms one of 

thoſe deſerving characters which 
and the eſteem and reſpect of 
all good men. He is the bead of a fa- 
mily which has been long ſeated at Rod- 
dam Hall, in the County of Northum- 
berland ; and bears the rank of Vice Ad- 


miral of the Red Squadron of his Ma- 
. jelty's Fleet. We do not find 0 


any way particularly diſtinguiſned as 


Natal Officer, nor can the Admiral be 
conſidered as a mere negative character. 


It frequently happens in military life, | 
that a man may poſſeſs all the "innate 
principles of heroic virtue and bravery, 
without ever being favoured with an op- 


| portunity of -Ggnalizing himſelf. -Sach, 


I will ſuppoſe” to be the caſe with Ad- 
miral Roddam. When Captain of his 


"Majeſty's ſhip the Greenwich, ſhe was 


n to ſtrike to the ſuperior force of 
the 


(<4 


the enemy; ; but not cl every poſſible ex- 
ertion had been made to ſupport the ho- 
nour of the Britiſh Flag. The gallant 
Sir James Wallace was at that time Firſt 
Lieutenant of the Greenwich. At the 
: commencement of the late war, Captain 
Roddam had the Cornwall, of 74 guns; 
and, in the abſence of Sir Thomas Pye, 
commanded for ſome time at Portſmouth, 
as ſenior Officer of his Majeſty's ſhips at 
that port. He was ſoon after promoted 
to the rank of Rear Admiral ; and through 
the, intereſt of the Newcaſtle family (to 
which he is nearly allied) was appointed 
$7 Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's 
ſhips and veſſels in the river Medway, 
and at the, Buoy of the Nore. During 
this command, ien he held through- 
out the war, the Admiral diſplayed ſuch 
an indefatigable attention to the real 
intereſts of the Navy, as will ever reflect 
_ greateſt credit on his character. Me- 
„ however obſcure, never paſſed him 
ö He was the father, the pro- 
s teQtor, and the patron . cc to thoſe who | 
FRED ©. bad 
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* had none to help them; and he cauſed 
* the widow's heart to fing for joy.” 
Exemplary and ſocial in private life, his 
little manſion at Sheerneſs * was the ſeat 
of every hoſpitable comfort, and an open 
aſylum to all profeſſional men of merit 
and reputation. Charitable, humane, and 
full of urbanity, he was in the wilds of 
Kent, what he now is in the vicinity of 
his paternal abode, the general diſpenſer 
of benevolence to all around him. If, 
therefore, no profeſſional fraits appear in 
the character of Admiral Roddam, from 
which he may be called the braveſt, we 
may, nevertheleſs, pronounce him to be 
one of the beſt of men! . 

|  NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 


It is worthy of remark, that the Naval Com- 
manders in the river Medway, who is neceſſarily 
.. obliged to reſide on ſhore, has no manſion to live 

in, although every petty Clerk in the Civil depart- 
ment of the Navy is allowed a houſe, Admiral 
Roddam was gladto take up with an office belonging 
to Commiſſioner Proby, who kindly gave him the 


uſe of it. Great regulations in that weſt are. 


_ wanting at all the royal ea ports. ; 
VICE 
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VICE ADMIRAL DARBY. | 


| AT that inauſpicious æra of the late 

war, when the violence of Party had 
extended itſelf on a new element, and in- 
culcated the pernicious principles of po- 
litics in the minds of the Officers of the 
Fleet, it was difficylt to find an Admiral 
who would accept the command of the 
Weſtern ſquadron, divided as it was by 
various opinions, and inflamed by the 
Courts Martial which had been recently 
held upon two of its principal Flag Of- 


1 


ficers. | ACS oo rod 

Many Admirals of eſtabliſhed reputa- 
tion were applied to an this prefſing OC- 
caſion; and it was the firſt inſtance ever 
known in the Naval records of Great Bri- 
tain, that the ſtation of Commander in 
Chief of the Channel Fleet abſolutely 
went 4 begging. Lage 


Wd rs 


5 
Sir Charles Hardy was firſt brought 
forward as acting manager on this new 


nautical ſtage. Sir Francis Geary ſe- 
conded this emblem of ſuperannuation ; 
and next folfowed's Admiral Darby. 5 

It was at at this very fingular period of 
| Naval convullons, that the combined 
fleet of France and Sp. pain, (as if directed 
5 inftind) entered 1 Channel of Eng- 


Ni 424 


and, for ths firft time, Tpread ter- 
ror 72 our Weſtern coaſts. Happity, 


"Ui Chi Ys 
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Sever, for this country, their views 


2111 


were no further hoſtile, than to make a 
Gaſton parade, otherwiſe the town and 
Royal dock of Plymouth. muſt have fallen 
facrifices,  (fitpated as they were) to ſo 


powerful an armament, As it Was, his 


e hi the Ardent, of 64 guns, 
was the only c capture | that graced their 
temporary. tripmph into Breſt. The 

enius of Britain, boweßer, hovered" 0 er 
Ne | t chip. and reſtored her to her native 
ſeas. The Ville de Paris, Glorieux, and 

other. ſhips, were loſt in the dreadful tem- 
7 REFS, 489 F pes peſt 
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peſt that proved ſo fatal to the floating 
laurels which Lord Rodney had previ- 
ouſly gathered in the Weſt Indies; but it 
ſeemed as if fate had determined that the 
Ardent ſhould again be numbered among 
| the Britiſh fleet, for ſhe was een 
preſerved amidſt the general wreck. 
To return to Admiral Darby. The 
operations of the ſquadrons under the di- 
rection of this Officer, were of ſo little 
conſequence to the nation (except in re- 
lieving the garriſon of Gibraltar) that ey 
are ſcarce worth mentioning. . 
To ſpeak of his private chasd fi- Lit is 
needleſs to ſay more than that the love of 
money conſtitutes its leading featute, and 
that the name of Darby bears more eſti- 
mation in the Aly; ee it * on ne 
_—_— 121 | }- © ede! 
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VICE ADMIRAL CAMPBELL. 


PHE ſingular virtues which adorn the 
character of this Officer, as well in 
civil as in military life, though not of the 
moſt ſplendid kind, are pevertheleſs: of 4 
nature calculated to inſpire us with ſenti- 
ments of admiration and eſteem. 
His firſt ſervice in the laſt war was on 
board the Victory, as Captain to his 
friend the late Lord Keppel, which ſta- 
tion he occupied with as much credit as 
could poſſibly be derived from ſuch a ſi- 
tuation; and notwithſtanding the opera- 
tions of the Fleet were not eventually ſo 
ſucceſsful as the ſanguine wiſhes of the 


97 85 nation had been led to hope they would 


be, that circumſtance by no means depre- 
ciated the nautical merits of this Officer, 
who condeſcended, with the eſtabliſhed 
88 of a Rear Admiral, to put himſelf 

FLY in 
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in the ſubordinate one of Firſt Captain to 
the Commander in Chief. 


When Lord Keppel was called to the 


head of the Naval department of this coun- 
try, Admiral Campbell {till attached him- 
felf to the fortunes of the noble Viſcount, 
and was appointed a Commiſſioner of the 
Admiralty, From that ſituation he was 
tranſlated to the government and com- 


mand at Newfoundland, for which ſta- 


tion he ſailed in his Majeſty's ſhip Saliſ- 
bury, of 50 guns, and very narrowly eſ- 
caped being taken by a ſquadron of the 


enemy, which captured a great part of 


the merchant ſhips under his eſcorte; 


fortunately, however, he arrived in ſafe- 


ty at the ſeat of his government, where 


his conduct was irreproacheble in every 


ſenſe of the word. | 
Among the particular traits in Admi- 

ral Campbell's character is that of an ex- 

traordinary penchant for aſtronomical ob- 
ſervations, in which he iy ſaid to excel 


very 
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yery much, and the ſtudy of that ſcience 
conſtitutes his chief delight. 

This Officer's advanced ſtate of life ren- 
ders it more than probable; that he will 
never again be employed in actual ſervice, 
unleſs the reſtleſs ambition of France 
ſhould lead that perfidious nation to vio- 
late the treaty of amity and commerce re- 
cently nen borweens the two coun- 
ä tries. 12 v1 21 
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Wine UT: polled thoſe effen- 
tial qualifications requifite to mains 
tan the dignity of the Britiſh Flag, this 
eccentric Officer has found means to ar- 
rive at the elevated rank of Vice Admiral 
of the Red Squadron of his Majeſty's 
Fleet. When the pen is taken up in ſup- 
port of à meritorious charactet, with what 
pleafing facility does it offer the generous 
tribute of applauſe ! On the contrary, 
how painful the tafk to be under the 
diſagreeable neceſſity of reciting circum- 
ſtances which can have nothing to recom- 
mend them - but the garb of truth in 
which they are arrayed, In tracing the 
conduct of this Admiral from the earlieſt 
period of his youth, no one action can be 
found to meliorate the unfavourable pre- 
Ice which, not only thoſe-of his own + 
Py 
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profeſſion, but the world in general, have 
imbibed againſt him. ; 

Whilſt reſident Commiſſioner at Portſ- 
mouth, his whole conduct breathed that 
inconſiſtent pride and conſummate igno- 
rance which are generally the concomi- 
tants of each other. Remoyed from that 
department, on his promotion to the rank 
of Rear Admiral, we find him figuring 
on the. coaſt of North America as Com- 
mander in Chief of his Majeſty' s ſhips 
employed an that ſtation; and here he 
diſtinguiſhed himſelf i in a very extraordi- 
nary manner, for, by a kind of nauti- 
cal arithmetic, beyond the comprehenſion 
of any other Admiral, this ſingular Of-, 
ficer abſolutely found put a mode of aſ- 
certaining the exact value of a Naval Com- 
miſſion. Being ſuddenly and unexpected- 
ly ſuperſeded i in the American command, 
the Admiral returned to England full of 
that reſentment which he was compelled 
tg ſlifle nor would he ever have been 
Foploge again, had it not been through 

| the | 
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the powerful intereſt of his brother - in- 
law, Sir Charles Middleton. The laſt 
_ farce this extraordinary character acted, or 
indeed is ever likely to act on the naval 
ſage, was on the Jamaica ſtation, where 
he commanded juſt long enough to con- 
vince the Lords of the Admiralty how 
very neceſſary it was that he ſhould be re- 
moved from thence ; for not content with 
giving promotion, agreeable to the uſual 
mode of ſervice, and conformable to the 
very ſtrict orders which accompanied him 
out, he took upon himſelf to purchaſe 
ſmall veſſels at an enormous expence, un- 
der the pretence of more effectually check- 
ing illicit trade; and commiſſioned them as 
{loops of war, in order to pave the way 
to his ſon's advancement*. The feelings 
of 


* Not one of the Officers promoted by Admiral 
Gambier, at Jamaica, was confirmed. The young 
men were put to a great expence, and ſuſtained no 
little mortification, It is alſo ſaid to have accele- 

rated the death of a very promiſing young gentle- 
| man, 


= ('6 ) 
| of a father in this inſtance might admit 
4 ſome 'plea for an excuſe; but let it be 
li remembered, that no feelings ſhould ſu- 
perſede thoſc of military hondur! 
Nabricus JUNIOR. 
man, the Hon. Mr. Colvill, eldeſt ſon of Lord Col. 
vill, who for ſome time commanded a frigate, and 


was reduced to the rate of a Lieutenant on his re- 
* 1 
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VICE ADMIRAL DRAKE. 


HE nautical virtues have been here- 

ditary in the family of Drake, for a 
long ſeries of years. It has produced one 
illuſtrious circum-navigator, whoſe name 
does honour to the country that gave him 
birth; and I ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
of another whoſe ſervices in the Weſt In- 
dies very juſtly obtained him the thanks 
of the Britiſh nation. 

Vice Admiral Drake is a character of 
great merit in the general acceptation of 
the word; but has never been diſtin- 
guiſhed for any particular military ex- 
ploĩits. During the late war he com- 
manded in the Downs, and was very much 
reſpected for the general tenor of his con- 
duct, as well public as private. 

The ſtation of a Port Commander is by 
no means calculated for the diſplay of any 
other abilities than ſuch as reſult from 

official 
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official exertions; and a due obſervance of 
the orders he may, from time to time, 
receive from the Board of Admiralty, who | 
do not allow any diſcretionary powers to 
Officers commanding on home ſtations. 

The very juſt eſtimation in which Ad- 
miral Drake's character is held, would 

lead me to amplify upon it, was I in poſ- 

ſeſſion of the knowledge of any points 
which would tend to illuftrate it; igno- 
rant, however, as I am of the extent of 
that Officer's profeſſional merits, it is not 
in my power to ſay more than that he has 
many friends and few enemies. 
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SIR EDWARD HUGHES, | 


TR E pitactpat ſervices of this Adimi- 

ral having been chiefly confined to 
the Faſt Indies, it is not a very eaſy tafk 
to form an accurate Judgment of his pro- | 
feſſional merits, but from the various re- 
ports of ſuch Officers as ſerved in the 
ſquadron under his command in thoſe 
diſtant ſeas ; and in fact theſe reports 
muſt be ſo blended with partialities and 
prejudices, as to render it neceflary to 
take the medium, and not to be biaffed. 
either one way or the other. 

Sit Edward Hughes's conduct, when 
he went out the firſt time to India, was 
ſo generally approved, that his Majeſty 
was pleaſed to honour him with the mi- 
litary Order of the Bath, to which has 


deen fince added the rank of Vice Admi- 
ral of the White, 


F When 
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When it was known that the Cabinet 
of France intended to ſend a powerful ar- 
mament, as well naval as military, to act 
in conjunction with the Princes and 
Chiefs in India, who were determined to 
aàyenge the enormities committed againſt 
their perſons and territories by the Go- 
vernors and Agents of the Britiſh, ſettle- 
ments in Bengal, and on the cpaſts of 
Coromandel, Sir Edward H ughes was ap- 
pointed to direct and command the ope- 
rations of the fleet deſtined for that ſer- 
vice; and he failed for India in his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip the Superb, of 74 guns, about 
the beginning of the late war. 
It is well known that the Britiſh, Ad- 
miral had to contend with a French Com- 
| mander of the moſt diſtinguiſhed. acti- 
vity. « bravery, | and nautical ſkill. The 
| gallant actions of Admiral de: Suffrein are 
too recently on record to need any com- 
ment. The engagements between the 
two fleets generally ended in drawn bat- 
tles, and the conflicts. were Om bloody 
"enact vs 1 ones. | 
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ones. Sir Edward Hughes had two of 
his own Captains killed by his ſide, and 
the Baillie de Suffrein loſt many gallant 
Officers. 

Io follow the Britiſh fleet J all 
its operations, is not only out of my 
power, but ſomewhat beyond the pro- 
vince of an, Officer who never ſerved on 
the Indian ſeas. The general opinion, 
however, is, that more. might have been 
done; and thoſe who compare the French 
vith the Engliſh accounts (even allowing 
for the. . gaſconades peculiar to the former 
nation) will certainly be of that opinion. 
Sir Edward Hughes was always conſi- 
dered ; as an Officer, rather of ſecond rate 
profeſſi onal talents, than otherwiſe. His 
ſucceſſes, in point of private emolument, 
were very great, during the period of his 
. whole, command in India; and even his 
Secretary, Mr. Cuthbert, who died late- 
ly, leſt behind him the enormous ſum of 
zoo, oool. 
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v ICE ADMIRAL EVANS. 


| ALTHovon the Thers ter this Ad- 
miral bears has nothing very ſtriking 
to recommend it to public view, yet there 
are fo many honeft points about it, mixed 
with ſuch a zealous warmth for the wel- 
fare of the Britiſh Navy, that he is cer- 
tainly entitled to be ſet down as a brave 
and meritorious Officer. The actions of 
his early days, though not brilliant, were 
deſerving of praiſe; and, if I miſtake not, 
the worthy Admiral has in many inſtances 
ſhewn that he might be very ſafely placed 
in ſtations of truſt and importance. 
At the beginning of the late war, he 
commanded the Invincible, ef 74 guns, 
which was one of thoſe unfortunate ſhips 
that fuffered ſo much off the banks of 


Newfoundland, under the late Atmiral | 
Mer 


This 
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This Officer had a Commodore's broad 
pendant flying ſome time in America, and 
was ſoon afterwards promoted to the rank 
of a Vice Admiral; but his health not per- 
mitting him te go to ſea again, he was 
appointed ſecond Flag Offioer at Portſ- 
mouth, and occaſionally: carried on the 
duty of Commander in Chief _—_— in 
the abſeneg af Sir Thomas Pe. 
He conducted the duty of a — 
mirab with rather more eaſe than activity, 
and made it ſometimes ſubſorvient to 
hoſpitality and love of ſocial life. 
the enjoyment” of his bottle and — 
the Admiral now! fights: off the violent 
fits of the gout which often attack him, 
and happily poſſeſſes a fortune amply ſuf - 
ficient to render his profeſſional purſuits 
no. longer an object to him! d 
doi ad: 20 mannes JUNIOR. 
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HERE is ene ed in the ſer- 
A I. ice whoſe charaReriwill bear ſo ſtrict. 
a ſcrutiny as that of this, deſerving Admi- 
ral 3 he is hewentheleſs a ſtrikinginſtance, 
that merit, when ſacrificed to pique or pre- 
judice, may long lay dormantꝭ and diſte- 
garded. Such was hig caſe) at the com 
mehcement of the late war; for, although 
attached ta no party himſelf, he was: 
ranked among the friends of a noble Mar- 
quis c, now no mate, and ſuffered ſrom a; 
Conn ction which was only founded up- 
on family ties; nor would he have been 
employed at all, had he not with a be- 
coming ſpirit inſiſted upon his flag being. 
diſplaed in ſome quarter of the globe, 
when thoſe of junior Admirals were mine 
where to be ſeen flying. 
| This gallant officer i is Vice Admiral of 
the White Squadron of his Majeſty's s fleet, 
AITY - | and 
1 Marquis of Rockingham. | 


(7) 
and brother to Sir Ralph Milbanke, Bart. 


of the County of Vork. For the firſt ru+ : 


diments of his nautical education, he was 
indebted to the Academy at Portſmouth ; 
and completed his progreſs under that 
moſt excellent officer, the deceaſed Admi- 


ral Thomas Smith. After paſſing the ſe- 
voral gradations of ſervice with infinite 


fpivit and perſeverance; the worthy Ad- 


miral arrived at the rank he now bears, 


uuaſſiſted by intereſt, and unbacked by 
power. The intervals of peace were 
uſually occupied by: his purſuit: of the 
gymnaſtic exerciſets, in which he much 
enen particularly in the art of box- 
ing. Maid Bo 22/1 Sl b ö 
We and him firſt diſtinguiſhed ü in the 
bins of his profeſſion as Captain of his 


- Majeſty's ſhip Guernſey, employed to 


eruize in the Mediterranean Sea, during 


which time he had the honor to be ſent 
on an embaſſy to the Emperor of Morocco, 


for the purpoſe of effecting the redemp- 
tion of the crew of his Majeſty's ſhip the 


1 Litchfield, 
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Litch field, and ather veſſels, which had 
unhappily been ſhipwrecked on that in- 
hoſpitable. ſhore. The gallant Admiral 
conducted the buſineſa of the embeſly 
with a degree of propriety, and reſolution 
that facilitated. the releaſe of che unfor- 
tunate ſlaves much ſooner, and on better 
terms than was expected, and ſecured to 
himſelf the laſting friendſhip of 11the 
Mooriſn King. On apprbachingl the 
place appointed for his Hirſt public audi- 
ence, one of the Moors having attempted 
to take off the Ambaſſador's hat, he in- 
ftantly knocked him down in the face of 
all the guards, and proceeded coolly' on; 
nor would he take off his ſhoes in or- 
der to enter the Moſque, where the Em- 
peror was waiting to receive him; in 
con ſequence of Which his Mooriſh! Ma- 
Jeſty came out and gave him audience in 
the ſtable· yard of the palace, admiring the 
ſpirit with which the brave Engliſhman 
maintained the honours of his ſovereign; 
; * it is woll known that Admiral Mil- 
bnd iel WS banke 


(1 


banke received letters of friendſhip from 


the Emperor ſor many years after they 
parted. I cannot let lip the preſent op- 


portunity of relating an inſtance of 


this officer's integrity, rarely ta be met 


with in public ſervice. Judging it ne- 
ceflary upon the above occaſion to make 
as. ſplendid a figure as poſſible at the 
Court of Morocco, it of courſe was attend - 
ed with a very great expence; he there 
fore, on his return to Gibraltar, demand- 
ed a reimburſement of the ſaid charges 
from my Lord Home, then Governor of 


that fortreſs; but it was reſuſed, unleſs 


he would make out a contingent bill 
of expence, and ſtate the charges under 
other heads than what they really were. 


This he nobly rejedted; and from that 


hour to the preſent moment, has not 
zeceived one ſhilling of it! 


I ſhall now come to that period of the 


Admiral's life, when, after remaining. ſo 
long a: ſacrifice to party, he was at length 
Oe to relieve. Rear Admiral Par- 
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ker, as Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhips at Plymouth and here, that 
honeſt zeal which had been ſo ſhamefully 
neglected, ſhone forth with redoubled 
luſtre. His conduct not only juſtified 
the Lords of the Admiralty in the choice 
they had made, but ſecured the Admiral 
the heat felt praiſes of every one wha had 
the happineſs to ſerve under him. The 
peeulations and ſhameful enormities prac- 
tiſed by the officers employed upon the 
impreſs ſervice for raiſing ſeamen having 
Aàttracted the Admiral's penetration, he 
repreſented the ſame to their Lordſhips, 
and was forthwith employed to viſit and 
inſpect the ſeveral render vouzes through- 
aut England, Wales, &c. The event 
juſtified the neceſſity of the meaſure. 
Whilſt upon this viſitation, it was his 
Majeſty's pleaſure to call the Admiral 
from tliat ſervice, in order to take upon 
him the command of a ſquadron to be 
employed in the North Seas. He repair- 
ed with his uſual diligence and alacrity 
3284 | to 


. 
to Portſmouth, and after having remains 
ed about à month in the command of 
that port, during the abſence of the late 
Sir Thomas Pye, he-proceeded with his 
ſquadron, conſiſting of fifteen ſail of the 
line, with Commodore Hotham ſerving 


as ſecond in command,» off the mouth of 


the Texel, where; by his well judged 
mandeuvres; he deceived the Dutch Ad- 
miral, vrhilſt his frigates were opening the 


navigation of the Baltic, for the egreſs of 


the numerous fleet of ſhips then waiting 
for protection at Elſineur, laden with 


naval ſtores. Having in a maſterly man- 


ner accompliſhed this important buſi- 
neſs, the Admiral, within the courſe of 


4 week, returned with his ſquardron to 


Spithead, and put himſelf under the com- 


mand of Lord Howe, with whom he 


Aited'to the relief of Gibraltar, as Com- 
mander of the Rear Diviſion of the Grand 
Fleet. His conduct upon this ſervice is 
too well known to need any panegyric; I 
hall Fouly lay,” that by his intrepidity and 
6.951% nautical 
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nautical ſkill, he preſerved: the diviſion 
committed to his charge. On returning 
from this expedition, the ſhip in which 
' the Admiral was embarked (the Ocean of 
98 guns) was ſo extremely leaky, that 
en approaching the chops of the Channel, 
with a ſtrong eaſterly wind, iti was found 
ahſalutely neceflary! to bear up for the 
Dose of Cork, which the Admiral enter- 
ed, accompanied by five other ſhips of his 
diviſion, amidſt the: acclamations of the 
honeſt Hibernians,, whoſe generous; hoſ- 
pitality upon the / occafion can never ba 
ſuſniciently admired; After remaining 
there as ſhort à time as poſſible, the 
ſquadron da parted from the Cove (tha 
Admiral: and Captains ſerving: under him 
having previouſly been honoured with the 
freedom of the City of Cork) and the 
next day anchored: in Plymouth ſound: 
To ſne w in what eſtimation this officer's 
adilities as a Port Admiral were held, he 
was appointed to ſupercede Lord Shuld- 
ham in the command at Plymouth, 
[2513269 which 
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(m7) 
which he held with his uſual credit and 
reputation till he was relieved by the ter 
gular routine of ſervice. | 
Having finiſhed the Military character „ 
bol this worthy Admiral, I ſhall beg leave 


to ſay of him, in his private opacity, 


that 
20 An honeſt man's the nobleſt work of God.“ ! 


NAuricus JUNIOR. 
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73 Josch ROWLEY, Baur. 


* Anis eee is = of. the 
late Sir William Rowley; Knight of 
the Bath, and bears the rank of Vice Ad- 
miral of the White Squadron of: his. Ma- 
jeſty's Fleet. To a great ſhare of profeſ- 
ſional knowledge, the worthy Admiral 
unites the milder virtues which adorn the 
finiſhed gentleman. He was promoted ſo 
early in life to the rank of a Poſt Cap- 
tain, that, in point of age, he may be 
called the ſenior Admiral of the Fleet. 
Few men in the Navy are more juſtly re- 
ſpected than this Officer, whole profeſ- 
ſional. progreſs has been marked by one 
continued ſeries of honourable actions. 
In the beginning of the late war, he 
commanded his Majeſty's ſhip Monarch, 
of 74 guns, in which he diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf very particularly on the memora- 
| ae 27th of July, under the late Lord 
a Keppel. 


(. 59 ) 
Keppel. On his promotion to a Plag, 
the Admiral was honoured with the com- 


mand of his Majeſty's ſhips and veſlels | 


on the Jamaica ſtation, where he conti- 


nued about nthree years, and acquitted | 


himſelf in the moſt handſome manner. 
Soon after his return to England, his 
Majeſty was pleaſed to raiſe him to the 
dignity of a Baronet of this kingdom, as 
a reward for his meritorious ſervices; and 
there is little doubt but in caſe of a fu- 
ture war, within any moderate compaſs 
of time, the name of Rowley will not be 
found laſt in the liſt of fame! 
NAUricus JUNIOR. 
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. VICE ADMIRAL EDWARDS, 
THIS Admiral has been ever diſtin- 
guiſhed for the honeſt bluntneſs of 
his manners, and his integrity in public as 
well as in private life. The countenance of 
this deſerving Officer, though moroſe to 
a degree, is by no means the index of his 
mind, for few men poſſeſs more of the 
' ſocial habits of life than he does. 
_ Early in the late war he was Captain 
of his Majeſty's ſhip the Sandwich, dur- 
ing the time Sir Thomas Pye's flag was 
flying on board her, as Port Admiral at 
Portſmouth. Antecedent to that periad, 
there is nothing worthy of remark in his 
conduct, except ſaying in general terms, 
that he paſſed through the ſubordinate 
degrees of ſervice with great credit and 
reputation, and bore an active part in 
the memorable buſineſs of Keppel's en- 
| gagement. Soon after his promotion to 
1 the 


S 


the rank of an Admiral, he was appointed 
Governor and Commander in Chief at 
Newfoundland, where he acquired the 
praiſes and good will of every one; and 
after filling that honourable and lucrative 
ſtation upwards of three years, was re- 
lieved by Admiral Campbell. He was alſo 
employed on a viſitation to ſeveral of the 
tendezvouſes for raiſing ſeamen, in order 
to inſpe& into the conduct of ſuch Regu- 
lating Officers as were employed within 
the diſtrict he was deſtined to viſit. If 
ever the Admiral's honeſt bluntneſs proved 
an unwelcome gueſt, it was upon this oc- 
caſion, for his heart revolted as much at 
the appearance of fraud and peculation, 
as it dilated with pleaſure on meeting with 
Officers whoſe conduct would bear the 
teſt of his ſcrutinizing enquiries. 


When the late preparations were mak- _ . 


ing, in order to check the ambitious de- 
figns of France, Admiral Edwards's flag 
was hoiſted on board his old ſhip the 
Sandwich, as Commander in Chief of his 


8 Majeſty's 


( 82 ) 


Majeſty's ſhips in- the river Medway, and 


at the Buoy of the Nore; and had a war 
taken place, there is no doubt but his ac- 
tive exertions as a Port Admiral would 
have been highly uſeful to this country. 

I hope I ſhall not be deemed wanting 
in reſpect to the character of this worthy 
Admiral, in obſerving, that he is better 
| known in the Navy by the name of 7 oby 
Edwards “, than by any other appellation: 
however, this is an appellation which 

does not carry with it the moſt diſtant re- 
flection; and happy would it be for many 
diſtinguiſhed Officers, if the characters 
annexed to their names could n as pleas 
ou a foundation. 
F064: NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 


* The Admiral e to 5 — one 
mornipg, repeating to himſelf with great. theatric 
fire, the well-known ſoliloquy of 54 To be, or not 
* be! 58 This excited the more humour among 


bis friends, as he was never gt a of a 
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VICE A ADMIRAL GRAVES. 


IN attempting to give an impartial nar- 


rative of the proceedings of this officer, 
during the time he commanded in North 
America, (till which period his profeſ- 
ſional character was without a blemiſh) I 


am fully aware that I ſhall have to com- 


bat the prejudices which that part of the 
nation'may have imbibed, who are unac- 
quainted with Naval concerns, or the poli- 


' tical machinations which were ſecretly 


practiſed againſt him at home, to ſerve par- 
ticular purpoſes, while- the Admiral was 
employed on diſtant ſervice. So much has 
been faid of Mr. Graves's conduct relative 


to the Cheſapeak, that I have taken very 


extraordinary pains to elucidate it upon 
ſuch grounds as enables me without pre- 
judice or partiality, to lay the whole ſtate 
ad the caſe before the public, who will 

| : G 2 form 
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form their own judgement thereupon, 
unbiaſſed by the heat of party, o or en vi- 
olence of faction. 

It appears, that about the month of 
May, 1780, the Admiral failed from Ply- 
mouth Sound with fix fail of the line and 
one frigate, ' bound to New York, where 
he arrived after a very quick voyage ; and 
agreeable to his orders, put bimſelf, with 
his ſquadran, under the command of Vice 
Admiral Arbuthnot; but the latter ſoon 
afterwards returned to Europe, and the 
command of his Majeſty's ſhips in North 
America deyolved on Admiral Graves; 
who, by all accounts, commenced his 
new ſtation with every degree of zeal and 
activity for the good of the ſervice.— 
About this very critical æra, it ſeems the 

French were meditating a powerful ex- 
pedition towards the Cheſapeak; and ſo 
very ſecret had their intended operations 
been kept, that neither our Government 
at home, nor the Naval Commander on 
the Leeward Iland ſtation (from whence 
the 


tw 3 
the expedition ſailed) knew. any thing 
about the matter, at leaſt: of the force 
deſtined to be employed by the enemy in 
North America; for no ſooner was the 
campaign in the Weſt Indies at an end; 
than Sir Samuel (now Lord) Hood, was 
detached with fourteen ſail of the line 
only. The Terrible, and ſeveral: others, 
very leaky and ill equipped, as a reinforce- 
ment to the ſquadron of five fail, being 
all that were then at New Vork fit for ſer- 
vice, under Admiral Graves. This rein- 
forcement was deemed, with Mr, Graves's 
| ſquadron, a ſufficient force to cope with 
any armament the enemy might bring into 
thoſe ſeas; and Admiral Hood failed from 
the Weſt Indies with the ſquadron directly 
for New York, although on the firſt day 
of the ſeſſion of Parliamentof theyear 1787, 


it had been poſitively aſſerted, by the Earl 


of Denbigh, in the Houſe of Lords, that 
Admiral Graves had neglected meeting 
*© Sir Samuel Hood with his ſquadron off 
«© the Capes of Virginia, although he 

8 3 had 
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6e had been deſired, or directed fo to do; 


& and that Admiral Hood had cruized 


off the Capes nine days, looking for 


© hit till he was tired, and at length on 


1 arriving at Sandy Hook, found Admi- 


© ral Graves there at an anchor, without 


© the leaſt intention of moving, Now, 


it has been fully proved, that no ſuch 
junction of the two ſquadlrons was ever 
intended; and if it had been fo, it is evi- 
dent that Sir Samuel Hood 'muſt have 
been equally to blame, for he did not go 


near the Capes of Virginia, but made the 
beſt of his way to New Vork. Ergo, to 


uſe this favourite pfiraſe of Lord Den- 
bigh, he Was e pron ny us 
body." 75-5 $95 he 24S 

No" Viki had Sir e Hood 
jvined Admiral Graves, who had only 


two hours before received intelligence 


of the intended junction, than the latter 
made every neceffury diſpofition for 


swing Hate to the 3 whom he 
a found 
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found at an anchor within Cape Henry, 
in Lynnhaven Bay; but before the En- 
gliſh fleet could enter the Cheſapeak, the 
enemy had ſlipped their cables, and half 
their ſhips had put to ſea off Cape Hen- 
ry, when Mr, Graves made the ſignal for 
his leading ſhips to approach, and twelve 
of the van and center attacked them with 
great gallantry and ſpirit; but from ſome 
cauſe. or other (it could not be wat of 
ſparit in ſo great an officer as Lord Hood) 
the reat dividian of the fleet, commande 
by that Admiral, kept to windward and 
never engaged, although the ſignal for 
cloſe action had been repeatedly made for 
that - purpoſe by Admiral Graves, and 
which ſignal was kept up the whole time 
of the. action. The following extract 
from the account, publiſhed at Cape Fran- 
ois, by the French Admiral de Graſſe, 
is authentic, and a faithful copy, via. 
The French fleet, in this affair, had, 
„ twenty-four ſail of the line and two 
« 3 Admiral Graves, reinforced 
* G6 4 66 by 
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* by Hood, had nineteen fail of the line, 
tecand᷑ nine frigates or loops. He had 
failed from New Vork the ziſt of, 
©. Auguſt; upon hearing of the move- 
„ ments Generals Waſhington and Ro- 
* chumbeau were making towards Phila- 
* delphia, and which hen n, diſcovered 
to the enemy it the n n to 
be executed. if 
By the dende Ben of we Roglith, Pls 
of their ſhips” were very much dama- 
* ged, and particularly the Terrible, 
© which they were obliged to burn; 
only the fifteen headmoſt ſhips of the 
« French*could come into action, and 
they had only an equal number of the 
* enemy againſt them, „or the five ſhips of 
«* the "Engliſh rear guard Stat 40 ' Come 
&© qoithift cannon ſbot l. 1 

Admiral Graves wd tene! in 
not ſending a frigate to tile rear diviſion to 
enforce his orders, or another officer to 
ſupercede the commander of that diviſion; 
for I am well convinced that the capture 
* 4 V of 
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of Lord Cornwallis's army wis entirely 
owing to the miſconduct of the Britiſh fleet 
in the action off Cape Henry. After that 
glorious opportunity was loſt, there was 
no other chance of doing any thing. A 
ſquadron of eighteen ſail was very inade- 
quate to the taſſe of defending the en- 
trance of Vork River and James River, at 
ſome leagues diſtance, againſt twenty- 
four ſail uf the line, in hourly expectati- 
on of being reinforced by twelve others 
from Rhode Iſland, and which teinforee- 
ment actually arrived n the Cheſapeak the 
day after the battle. Upon the whole, 
it does not appeat that Mr. Graves met 
wich fair play, either at home or abroad. 
The Admiral of the red ſquadron, next 
Junior to him, was ſent, without any pre- 
vious intimation, to ſupereede him in 
the North American command, and he 
was ordered to Jamaica, where he found 
the; Rear Admiral, next but one above 
bim pn the liſt (Sir Joſhua Rowley) com- 
nagen that ſtation; ſo that there ap- 
10 N 


( gs ) 


peared to be ſo marked a diſreſpect, that 
Admiral Graves wrote for leave to re- 
turn home, which after ſome lapſe of 
ume was granted him. LTle was direc- 
ted to take the men bf war, and prize 
fhips, under his command, and à large 
fleet of valuable Jamaica ſhips under hip 
convoy, and proceed to Englahdo The 
melancholy diſaſters which beſeł this fleet 
on the paſſage, are too recent in the 
minds of every one to need à recital. 
Upon this dreadful occaſion, Admiral 
Graves diſplayed the utmoſt hömanity 
and preſence of mind, and would: not 
quit the Ramillies (where his flag was 
lying) till he was actually fhleing: 
although there were merchant-thips in 
company ready to take him and his H 
crew on board, in was at Hft obliged 
to be done. 4185 ne 2 
Aſter this faithful EIN Ad- 
bel £eondutt, I have only to add; that 
the preſent firſt Lord ef the Adiiritty 
REES one) who ougbt to be a Ju. 
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69 
of merit, has thought fit to peſtow upon 


him the command at Plymouth, which 


he now enjoys, reſpected by all who have 
* pleaſure to ſerve under him. 


NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 
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. VICE, ADMIRAL DIGBY. 


THE character this Admiral bears is 
| by no means calculated to inſpire us 
with elevated ideas of his profeſſional abi- 
| Tities, or his private virtues; it forms 
one of thoſe unaccountable mixtures 
which renders him not only an unplea- 
ſant Officer, but an unſocial friend. It 
has been matter of ſurprize to the world, 
that our moſt gracious Sovereign ſhould 
make choice of ſuch a man for the Naval 
Preceptor of his illuſtrious Son; and it is 
of public notoriety, that the amiable 
Prince owes the great, nautical ſkill he 
poſſeſſes more to his own active turn of 
mind, than to the leſſons of his nau- 
tical Mentor. The. diſcerning and ſpi- 
rited young Prince took a prejudice to 
the Admiral, on more accounts than one. 

Nothing could exceed the rigid economy 
which pervaded the floating houſhold of 
YT | this 
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this extraordinary character it even be- 
came proverbial in the Navy. This Of- 
ficer is brother to Lord Digby, and Vice 
Admiral of the Blue Squadron of his Ma- 
jeſty's Fleet. At the commencement. of 
the late war he was Captain of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip. Ramillies, which he com- 
manded on the memorable. 27th of July, 
and was one of thoſe Officers whoſe evi- 
dence went to arraign the conduct of Ad- 
miral Keppel. Soon after his promotion 
to the rank of a Flag, he was appointed 
Commander in Chief of his Majeſty's 
ſhips in North America, where he conti- 
nued ſome years, and amaſſed a conſider- 
able fortune by ſharing in the prizes 
which his cruiſing frigates were fortunate 
enough to capture. The Admiral all 
this time living entirely aſhore at New 
Vork, which by no means ſuited the en- 
terpriſing mind of Prince William Henry, 
his Royal Highneſs inſiſted on being em- 
ployed upon real and active ſervice, and 
falke choice of the Hon. Keith Elphin- 

ſtone, 
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ſtone; of the Warwick, for his Captain. 
In conſequence of which the Royal tar 
quitted the provident Admiral, who re- 
maĩned ſome time on the American ſta- 
tion, and then returned to England in 
the Amphion, which he carried into 
Weymouth, the more conveniently to 
viſit his manſion near that port. And 
there let us leave him in his retreat from 
that honourable profeſſion in which he 
wen never calculated to ſhine with wy 
preat credit” to himſelf or his country. 
BITE |  NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 
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SIR Jon LOCKHART ROS, 
BarT. 


| Tur cateer ol this Adniiral's 
life, was marked with a variety of 
gallant actions. During the time he 
ſerved as a Lieutenant, he was particular 
ly noticed for an indefatigable attention 
to his profeſſional duty, and was held up 
as an example to the other ſubordinate 
Officers of the Royal Navy. When Cap- 
tain of the Tartar frigate, he was the 
terror of hoſtile cruizers ; and the name 
of Lockhart (for he has ſince changed 
it to that of Roſs) was dreaded 
throughout that part of the coaſt of 
France which is fituated acroſs the Chan- 
nel of England. From that period we 
hear little more of him, except as Com- 
mander of his Majeſty's ſhip Shrewſbury, 
vs after his acceſſion to the dignity of a 
| Baronet, 
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Baronet, and his promotion to the rank 
of an Admiral, on which occaſion he 
hoiſted, his flag on. board the unfortunate 
Royal George, and afterwards in the 
Ocean. During- the late war he was 
ſome time employed as a junior Flag Of- 
ficer in the Weſtern Squadron (the Grand 
Fleet employed in the Channel being fo 
called by navy people) and was afterwards 
appointed Commander in Chief of his 
Majeſty's ſhips and veſſels employed in 
the North Seas. Upon theſe ſervices the 
Admiral did not diſplay any extraordinary 
nautical talents, nor indeed had he any 
opportunity of doing it. Sir John's pri- 
vate character among the Officers of the 
Fleet was not ſuch as acquired him any 
degree of eſteem.; With a vaſt acceſſion 
of wealth, his table was parſimony itſelf; 
and if the Etiquette; annexed to his rank 
rendered it neceſſary for him to invite a | 
certain number of the Officers of his ſhip 
to dine with him, the repaſt was not 
more diſcordant to the avaricious princi- 
ent” | ples 
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ples of the Admiral, than it was diſguſt- 
ing to thoſe who were compelled by duty 
and form to partake thereof. When ex- 
alted public characters debaſe themſelves 
by private acts unworthy of their name, 
it is proper to hold them up to general 
view! 


— 
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' VICE ADMIRAL ALEXANDER 


A Patty, the moſt fatal to that unani- 

mity on which the very exiſtence of 
the Britiſh navy depends, brought this 
Officer's conduct to public - inveſtigation, 
as Captain of his Majeſty's ſhip the Ro- 
buſte, in Admiral Keppel's memorable 
engagement with the French fleet, com- 
manded by the Comte d'Orvilliers, on 
the 27th of July. It is not my province 
to enlarge upon a topic which the public 
prints of that period have ſo fully eluci- 
dated: ſuffice it to ſay, that it appeared 
from the evidence given by the Maſter of 
the Robuſte, on Admiral Keppel's trial, 
that Captain Hood had taken out ſuch 
leaves of the log-book * as could alone 

| | | tend 
+: S "bs log-book i is appropriated for the purpoſe of 
minuting down, with the moſt exact preciſion, every 
AS 7 tranſaction 


- 
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tend to throw a proper light on the evi- 


, dence which he had given to criminate 


the Admiral, and that he had cauſed other 
leaves to be ſubſtituted in their room. 
This was a tranſaction of ſo unprece- 
dented and unwarrantable a nature, as 
not only laid Captain Hood open to the 
cenſure of the Court, but caſt ſuch a dark 
ade upon his naval character, as neither 
time, nor a ſeries of praiſe-worthy actions, 
can ever remove from the minds of the 


Officers of the fleet. Until that in⁰fi- 


cious period (for ſo it muſt be called in 


the nautical annals) the Officer, whoſe 


character I am endeavouring to delineate, | 


ſtood high in the public favour, and par- 


ticularly ſo in the line of his profeſſion. 


He was a pupil of Admiral Thomas 
Smith; and from his firſt entrance in the 
navy bid fair to become one of its-bright- 


tranſaction that may happen on board the ſhip, as 


well in time of action as upon ordinary occaſions, 
This book is entruſted to the care of the Maſter of the 
ſhip, whois an Officer next in rank to the Lieutenants. 


H 2 eſt 
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eſt ornaments. He is a brother of Lord 
Hood ; and at the laſt promotion of Flag 
Officers, was appointed to the rank of 
Vice Admiral of the Blue Squadron of 
his Majeſty's Fleet. When the melan- 
choly cataſtrophe, which befel the Royal 
George, deprived this country of the fur- 
ther ſervices of that truly diſtinguiſhed 
Officer, Rear Admiral Kempenfelt, Lord 
Howe, who at that time commanded the 
fleet deſtined for the relief of Gibraltar, 
found himſelf at a loſs where to make 
choice of an Officer qualified to fill the 
unfortunate vacancy, In point of nauti- 
cal merit, his Lordſhip gave a preference 
to Admiral Hood, then out of employ ; 
but the difficulty lay in making the ap- 
pointment go down with the fleet, which 
was at that time divided by the feuds of 
party the friends of Keppel, and the 
friends of Palliſer. The firſt ſtep my 
Lord Howe adopted was to obtain the 
conſent of Admirals Barrington, Mil- 

banke, and other diſtinguſhed Officers, 
| who 
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who were the partizans of Lord Keppel: 
they communicated the intended appoint- 
ment to the fleet in general, who at firſt 
murmured ; but recollecting the impor- 
tance of the ſervice upon which they 
were engaged, and that every moment of 
delay might endanger the valuable fortreſs 
it was their deſtiny to relieve, they nobly 
acquieſced in Admiral Hood's flag being 
hoiſted upon that prefling occaſion; there- 
by ſhewing the noble example, that 
HBritiſnh ſailors know: no party, when 
their country calls for their exertions.“ 
Never was there a time when the Navy 
of England ſhone with ſuch reſplendent 
luſtre as upon this important ſervice: and 
had the ardour of the Commander in Chief 
kept pace-with that which animated- the 
fleet, it would have proved the moſt glo- 
rien in the annals of Great Bri- 
tain! 

1 * oy made ſome obſerva- 
tions on the fate of | thoſe heroic tars 
who thus nobly acted and fought for 

H 3 the 
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the fading honour of the Britiſh flag ; 
it is therefore almoſt needleſs to add, 
that © captivity, wretchedneſs, and fa- 
e mine, have marked them for their 
* own!” What a melancholy picture to 
be pourtrayed in the firſt maritime ſtate 
in the world! Where is the happy genius 
of England, whilſt her heroic ſons, 'the 
pillars of the ſtate, are thus ſuffered to 
rot and moulder away, or to ſeek employ- 
ment under foreign powers! Where is 
the national gratitude, and wherein con- 
ſiſts the ſuperiotity of our laws and regu- 
lations over thoſe of other countries, if 
ſuch ſhameful acts of negligence and in- 
gtutitude petvade the Britiſh nation? The 
Lieutenants of the Navy have petitioned 
in vain, for a triffing augmentatiba to 
thiir paltry pay. The petty Officers, who 
ſerved in the character of gentlemen dur- 
ing the war, are now employed before the 
maſts of merchant ſhips. The length of 
this digreſſion will, IJ hope and tfuſt, be 
n to * well-founded zeal which 
DES actuates 
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actuates me to feel ſor the diſtreſſes of 
ſeamen in general; and, having thus deli- 
vered the ſentiments of my mind on a ſub- 
ject which every true Briton muſt think 
of the utmoſt importance to the real in- 
tereſts of this country, I ſhall return to 
Admiral Hood, who we find rewarded 
for his ſecret ſervices, with the Treaſurer- 
ſhip of Greenwich. Haſpital, and a rat 
jo the Britiſh ſepate ! 034854 
NAUTICUS Jv38108- 
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sik CHALONER OGLE. 


\HIS Officer, conſidered in any point 
of view, forms a truly eccentric cha- 
rater, and has been ever deemed ſuch, as 
well by the world in general, as by the 
gentlemen of his profeſſion. It is diffi- 
cult to pourtray a likeneſs where- the co- 
louring muſt neceſſarily be ſo mixt, with 
extraordinary light, and peculiar ſhades ; \ 
nor is it poſſible to form an idea of Sir 
| Chaloner Ogle without blending together 
his civil and military qualities. The na- 
val records do not furniſh any ſtrikin 
proofs of this Officer's {kill or valour, 
but rather repreſent him as a man of looſe 
imagination, flighty ideas, and libidinous 
paſſions. He has, nevertheleſs attained 
the rank of Vice Admiral of the Blue 
Squadron of his Majeſty Fleet, and 
ſerved ſome time as a Flag Officer during 
the late war; 9 81 to Which he was Cap- 


tain 
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tain of the Reſolution, of 74 guns, on 
board which ſhip his flag was firſt hoiſted ; 
and the ever-to-be-lamented Lord Ro- 
bert Manners, on that occaſion, acted as 
his Captain, and afterwards received his 
death- wound in her on the memorable 
12th of April, after the Admiral had left 
the Weſt Indies. As a claſſical ſcholar, 
Sir Chaloner Ogle may be ranked among 
the firſt; but it remains yet to be aſcer- 
tained how far he may be confidered as a 
proficient in the nautical ſchool ! 
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LORD HOOD. 


TH I 8. ls Lord, ſince his gallant 
© - conduct in the Weſt Indies, has been 
the ſubject of national praiſe; and if he 
had not ſtepped ſo far out of his proper 
element, as to immerge into the dange- 
raus ſea of palitiat, there is not à doubt 
but that praiſe would have been univerſal. 


3 oth diſtant connection with the noble houſe 


of Grenville paved the Admiral's way (it 
may be ſaid unhappily ſo) to the favours 
of the juvenile Miniſter, by which the 
_ reſpected ſeaman dwindled into the inſig- 
nificant character of the obſequious cot 
tier, and thereby ſullied the ſplendor of 
thoſe victories to which his Lordſhip 
owes his peerage in the ſiſter kingdom 
Lord Hood is the ſon of a clergyman, 
F who held a valuable living i in Hampſhire, 
and his Lore received the firſt rudi- 


men ts 
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ments of bis nautical education under 


Admiral Thomas Smith. 

The profeſſional merits of this Officer 
are admitted by all parties; his under- 
ſtanding is great; his bravery admitted; 
but his parliamentary oratory is certainly 


rather formal, than captivating. In the 


domeſtic rounds of life, tew men excel 
the noble Lord; to the affectionate ties 
of parental goodneſs, which mark his 
Lordſhip's character, may be added, every 
poſſible trait of domeſtic happineſs atten- 
dant on the connubial ſtate. 

It was peculiarly fortunate for the no- 
ble Lord (when Refident Commiſſioner 
at Portſmouth) that his Majeſty made his 
firſt viſitation to that naval port; upon 
which occaſion the dignity of a Baronet 
| of England was conferred upon him, and 
Sir Samuel Hood continued in that civil 
ſtation till his promotion to the military 


rank of a Flag Officer called him to more. 
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Without adverting to the period of his 
command of the Courageux, which was 
very early in the late war, it may not be 
deemed improper to bring the noble Ad- 
miral at once on that great theatre of war, 
the Leeward Iſland ſtation, where he had 
the opportunity of firſt ſhewing the grow- 
ing buds of thoſe early bloſſoms which 
brought forward eventually, as well as 
gloriouſly, the more ripened fruits of his 
profeſſional labours ! Z 

The exertions of Sir Samuel Hood in 
the Weſt Indies, were certainly great; but, 
it remains yet to be underſtood how far 
the merit which has been attributed to 
him of having diſpoſſeſſed the French 
fleet of their anchorage in the road of 
Baſſe. Terre, St. Kitt's, was founded in 
naval {kill (there being at that time no 
kind of pgſible communication between 
the ſquadron and the Britiſh army on 
Brimſtone Hill) or whether it would not 
have been more adviſeable for the Rear 
Admiral's diviſion to have endeavoured to 
RT 5 cut 
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cut off two ſhips of the enemy's line, of 
whoſe expected arrival in thoſe ſeas he 
had received official information, and which 
would of courſe have proved of more ef- 
fectual ſervice to the naval operations of 
the Britiſh fleet than thoſe efforts of per- 
ſonal zeal which, (to uſe the expreſſion 
of a very celebrated ſenatorial orator*) 
ſometimes carry a man beyond his rea- 
ſon, and divert the genuine faculties of 
the mind from their nobler organs.—To 
conſider my Lord Hood in this point of 
view, is, in fact, to pay his Lordſhip a 
negative compliment, by allowing him 
merit to perform what he had not pru- 
dence to execute with temporary judg- 
ment. | 4 

As ſecond to the noble Admiral who 
ſo fortunately gathered the vernal laurels 
of April in the more elevated ſtation of 


* Mr, Sheridan's obſervation, relative to the zeal 
Major Scott endeavoured to diſplay in the Houſe of 
Commons, ia ſupport of the conduct of Warren 
Haſtings, Eſq. late Governor General of Bengal. 


Commander 


E 


Commander in Chief, the Rear Admi- 
ral's conduct acquired him very great ap- 
plauſe, even from the vanquiſhed French 
Commander (De Graſſe), who attributed 


\* the glory of the day to Sir Samuel Hood, 


and gave him all the credit of the victory; 
and, ſuch was the eſtimation in which the 
unfortunate Count held his ſecond Flag 
adverſary, that he preferred the manſion 
of Lady Hood, on his arrival at Portſ- 
mouth, to that of all others whoſe hoſ- 
pitality had offered an aſylum to the vete- 
ran chief! 5 | 
The character of Lord Hood cannot, 
with propriety, be ſummed up without 
allowing him to poſſeſs every poſſible de- 
gree of profeſſional merit. His Lordſhip 
enjoys the confidence of all naval people, 
and is much eſteemed in his preſent ſitu- 
ation, as Commander in Chief of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhips at Portſmouth. "ooo 
| NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 
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SIR RICHARD HUGHES, 
BakrT, 
HIS Officer FRETS: one of thoſe 


negative characters, whoſe profeſ- 
ſional conduct can neither command our 


cenſure nor our praiſe. In private life, he 


is a well-bred man, and poſſeſſes that af- 
fimilating politeſſe which the world in ge- 
neral admire, or at leaſt are flattered by. 
Early in the late war he commanded his 


Majeſty's ſhip Centaur, of 74 guns; and 


ſoon after his promotion to the rank of 
Rear Admiral, for a ſhort time com- 
manded in the Downes, during the ab- 
ſence of Admiral Drake. On the ap- 
pointment of Vice Admiral Milbanke to 
the command of a ſquadron deſtined to be 
employed in the North Seas, Sir Richard 
Hughes was named as ſecond in that 
command, but, owing to particular cir- 


cumſtances, 
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cumſtances, Commodore Hotham filled 
that ſtation. The Rear Admiral, how- 
ever, on the ſailing of the fleet deſtined to 
relieve Gibraltar, again reſumed his ſta- 
tion as a junior Flag Officer in Admiral 
Milbanke's diviſion of that fleet, and 
conducted] himſelf in a gallant manner 
during the cannonade that took place. 
Whilſt upon this ſervice, he was called 
upon, at a moment's. warning, to take 
upon him the command of eight fail of 
the line which were detached from the 
fleet as a reinforcement to the Britiſh 
ſquadron in the Weſt Indies. He owed 
this appointment to a curious miſtake of 
Lord Howe, who had fixed upon Rear 
Admiral Alexander Hood for that ap- 
pointment, but, by chance, found out that 
ſuch an arrangement would be ſuperſeding 
Sir Samuel (now Lord) Hood, who was 


| then ſerving with reputation on that ſta- 


tion, and happened to be a junior Officer 
to his brother Alexander. Ta return to 
Sir Richard Hughes, —we find that his 
conduct 


nz) 


conduct in the Leeward Iſlands was active 


and praiſeworthy, and by no means re- 
flected diſcredit | on his military cha- 


racter. | 
. Naur CUS JUNIOR. 
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en FRANCIS SAMUEL L DRAKE, 
BaRT. N | 


IV hed decaſton, in the —_ 


ing part of this Atalantis, to paſs 
the juſt tribute of eulogium on the an- 
cient family from which this gallant Ad- 
miral is deſcended, it remains with mo 
only to ſay that Sir Franeis Drake poſ- 
ſeſſes the hereditary nautical virtues for 
which his illuſtrious anceftor, whoſe 
name he bears, was ſo eminently diſtin- 
guiſhed. In ſaying thus much, thoſe 
who may be pleaſed to honour this virgin 
work with a peruſal, will, it is hoped, be 
ſatisfied with a few particulars only as far 
as reſpects the Admiral's conduct during 
the late waer. 

The Ruſſe, of 74 guns, was the firſt 
ſhip he commanded, and being ordered to 
proceed in her to the Weſt Indies, this 
diligent Officer loſt no time in joining the 
Britiſh ſquadton, which he found at an- 
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chor in the Bay of Gros Iſlet, in the 
Iſland of St. Lucia. Commodore Hotham 
(who was a junior Officer to Captain 
Drake) having at that time a broad pen- 
dant diſplayed on board the Vengeance, 
the ſame honour was neceſſarily allowed 
the latter by the eſtabliſhed etiquette of 
naval ſervice ; and ſome time after he ob- 
tained the ſuperior rank of a Flag, and 
hoiſted it in the Princeſſa, which had been 
captured from the enemy, _ 

The ſervices of Admiral Drake on the 
coaſts of North America were very con- 
ſpicuous, but his admirable exertions to- 
_ wards effecting the glorious victory of the 
12th of April, obtained over the French 
fleet, commanded by De Graſſe, was ſuch 
as acquired him, from the favour of his 
Sovereign, the dignity of a Baronet of 
Great Britain, and from the juſt gratitude 
of his country, the unanimous thanks of 
the ſenate thereof, 

By the late partial promotion of Ad- 
mirals, Sir Francis Drake changed the co- 
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Tour 6f his flag at the mizen * from Blue 
to Red, and ſtill poſſeſſes health, activi- 
ty, and vigour, to rendet further ſervice 


to his country, if called upon before the 
furr6ws of time ſhall have blunted His 
e ee a 27 | 
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* /Rear Admirals PO their flags at the mizen- 


top-maſt-head. Wa a 
* . — ; 4 4 
J = © 4 
nod ank K. NAUTICUS JUNIOR: 
L R o N 5 1 5 * 3 2 F 
'T £1 
4 4 
w 4) * 4 i 
7 
— $ - g 
1 * 
* 4 +, 92 ; 
8 £ Nt þ { 
a * ) 
a * 4 
* w#* 2, # 
1 F 
"Y 
4 TS ; \ 
4 y g 
38 
FR — 
1 1 / [ 
, F 
2 2. ' { 
7 
1 f Ts bs. 
, i 
11 . : * 
5 0 0 
J * 
ö b SIR 


( 112 3 


SIR EDMUND AFFLECK, Baar. 


REATNESS and goodneſs are "got 

often found together.—Thoſe vir- 
tues may, however, be ſeen united in the 
perſon of Rear Admiral Affleck, who is 
not leſs an ornament to his profeſſion, than 
to the ſocial habits of private life. 


Candour of diſpoſition, plainneſs of 


mind, and innate bravery, (void of oſten- 
tation, ) form the leading features of Sir 
Edmund s character. With ſuch qualifi- 
cations any man may defy the venomed 
ſhafts of malevolence and cenſure. When 


ſhielded by heroic virtue and intrinſic me- 


rit, a kind of conſciouſneſs pervades the 
mind, where calm contentment chears the 
placid ſoul, and gives benignity to the 
the aſpect, irradiated * their attractive 
powers | 

The Bedford, of 74 guns, was the ſhip 
in which this gallant Officer chiefly ſerved 
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throughout the late war. He was one of 


that ſquadron which failed under the in» 
auſpicious orders of the late Admiral By» 
ron; it notwithſtanding fell to the lot of 
Captain Affleck to render many very eſ- 
ſential ſervices to his country, as well in 


| the Atlantic Ocean, as in the European 
- latitudes on the ae, of the Britiſh 


coafts, 


There cannot be a greater mark of the 
Admiral's military greatnefs, than that of 


his having had the dignity of a Baronet 


conferred upon him as a teſtimony of the 
royal approbation; but if it were poffible 


to throw a ſhade over the cauſe of his 


very ſingular (for he was promoted alone) 


£12: advancement to the rank of a Flag Offi- 


cer, it would greatly tend to difperfo 


thoſe politicat rumours which feemed to 
imply that the Boneſt tar had loſt his nau- 
tical glory amidft the faſcinating 1 o 


miniſterial influence®. 


| k KC Sir Edmund Affleck did not take his Sung in "Pais 
Limpar for Foleheſer till "T his nayal PINS. 
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Tt appears to be an evil concomitant 
on naval Officers of rank, that on their 
entrance into Parliament, they forget the 
more glorious objects of their former : 
purſuits, and ſypingly how obedience to 
4 Miniſter's mandate, Witneſs the re- 
cent application to the Houſe of Com- 
mons, where no one nayal Officer had 
courage ſufficient to ſtand forward as 

champions for the honour af the moſt 
noble corps that ever — the laurels 
of England! | 

When naval Senators are filent © on naval 
meaſures, at a time too when the Mini- 
ſter of the country dares to avow ſenti- 
ments hoſtile to the honour of the here- 
ditary protectors of the commerce of 
Great Britain, it certainly reflects a ſtain, 
which even the deficiency of the intel- 
lectual powers of oratory cannot excuſe, 

and which muſt for ever leflen them in 
ns eyes. of all haxeſt ſeamen 2 
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- REAR ADMIRAL ELLIOT, 


HE ae of this! diſtinguiſhed 
| Officer is ſo far above praiſe, that 
little can be ſaid to add to it; there is, 
nevertheleſs, a tribute due to metit which 
it would be injuſtice to with-hold, al- 
though the truly brave are the laſt who 
wiſh for a recital of their e ex- 
ploits. 
The gallant actions of Admiral Elliot 5 
ſtand highly on record among the naval 
atchievements of this country, and have 
rendered his character as reſpectable as 


that of his heroic name- ſake, who ſo no- 


bly defended the moſt important Sr 
in the we n 

No one can have forgot the neticd 
when the celebrated French commander, 
- Thurot, ſpread terror and devaſtation 
along” the coaſts of Ireland, and block- 
* all the _ of that Fingdom: It 


; was 


ain? 


fortunate for the country that the brave 
Elliot was appointed to cruiſe in thoſe 
ſeas. He ſought, purſued, and happily 
defeated the enemy, after a very ſevere 
action deſperately fought on both ſides. 
By his profeſſional ſervices on this occa- 
_ 'fion, he gave tranquillity and ſecurity to 
the commerce of the ſiſter kingdom, and 
received the moſt generous teſtimonies of 
applauſe, as well from the grateful Hiber- 
.nians, as from the general voice of Great 
Britain. Ea 
- During the late war, Captain Elliot firſt 
commanded the Trident, of 64 guns, in 
which ſhip he carried out the Earl of 
_ Carliſle, the late Governor Johnſtone, and 
- Mr. Eden, as his Majeſty's Commiſſioners 
for reſtoring peace tothe rebellious ſubjects 
in North America. It would be an im- 
proper digreſſion to ſay on what account 
the buſineſs of this extraordinary miſſion 
proved unſucceſsful, or to animadyert on 
the ſeyeral characters of thoſe to — 
. R | 


(122) 

the King thought fit to delegate his royal 
. 82 

When the aid fleets of France 
and Spain ruled for @ time the Weſtern 
main, this active Officer was honored 
with the command of a detached ſqua- 
dran, and hoiſted his broad pendant as a 
Commodore in the Romney, of 50 guns; 
prior to this, he commanded the Edgar, 
in which he particularly diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf in the action of January, 1780, 
between Lord (then Sir George) Rodney 
and the Spaniſh Admiral de Langara, 
Captain Elliot's conduct was not lefs emi- 
nently conſpicyous on this occaſion, than 
it was during the time he commanded at 
Gibraltar, after Admiral Rodney's depar- 
ture. By bis unaffected plainneſs and. 
fincerity of manners as a man, and by his 
| profeſſional exertions as an Officer, he 
won the eſteem of all the army; and the 
bandſome manner in which he took his 
parture in the Edgar, in fight of three 
or four of the enemy s line of battle ſhips 
| at 


( 123 ) 
at noon day, impreſſed not only the gar- 


riſon but the enemy with admiration, and 


might be juſtly called a proud day for the 
honor of the Britiſh flag ! 
The late promotion of naval Captains 


gave Mr. Elliot the rank of Rear Ad- 


miral of the Red Squadron of his Ma- 
| jeſty's Fleet, on which account he re- 
figned the di viſion of Marines, of which 
he was Colonel Commandant, and is at 
this time Governor and Commander in 


* 


Chief at Newfoundland. 
' NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 
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Tus Anke Officer was . 

upon more conſtant and ſerious ſer- 
vices during the late war than any other 
naval commander, and his behaviour upon 
every occaſion evinced the hardy | ſailor 
and the zealous patriot. On the coaſts of 
North America, his profeſſional exertions 
were great and ſingular, and his fubſe- 
quent conduct on the Leeward Iſland ſta- 
tion, was meritorious to a degree. While 
bearing the rank of a Commodore, this 
gallant Officer never had an opportunity. 


_ © of diſtinguiſhing himſelf as a Commander 


in Chief, but frequently, in a ſabordinate 
character, gave the moſt irrefragable proofs 
of nautical excellence and perſonal va- 
Jour, 

During the ſhort period of his command 
at the Iſland of Antigua, the Commodore 
gave univerſal ſatisfaction, and rendered 


himſelf 


"0: WI 
Himſelf highly uſeful to the ſquadron in 
thoſe ſeas, by his exertions in getting 
our crippled | or diſabled ſhips, (which 
were ſent into Engliſh Harbour for the 
purpoſe of being repaired) 1 ina condition 
to face the enemy again. | 
Among the other numerous exploits 
which marked the conduct of this Officer, 
may be more conſpicuouſly recorded his 
defence of the Iſland of St. Lucia, againſt 
the powerful attack of the French ſqua- 
dron under Count d'Eſtaing, which might 
juſtly be called a maſter-piece of ſeaman- 
ſhip, and reflected very great credit on the 
wiſdom, prudence, and intrepidity of the 
brave Commodore; nor was he leſs de- 
ſerving of praiſe, when the awful viſita- 
tion of Providence that deſolated the An- 
tilles, in 1780, required all the preſence 
of mind which the utmoſt human forti- 
tude could command, and left the Ven- 
geance, (on board which ſhip his broad 
pendant was at that time diſplayed i in the 
Ie a prey to the fury of the ele- 


ments. 


1 


ments, the violence of Whick he narrows 
ly eſcaped. 

The only misfortune (for it could not 
be called miſconduct) that befel this Of- 
ficer during the war, was his loſing ſeve- 
ral of the merchant ſhips, coming from 
the Weſt Indies, under his convoy 
ſquadron of the enemy intercepted and 

captured them off the coaſt of Ireland. 
Ihe laſt ſervice upon which the Com- 
modore was employed, prior to the peace, 
was as junior Flag Officer under Lord 
Howe at the relief df Gibraltar, | upon 
which occaſion he * his wonted 
ardor. 
Wen the late appearance of hoſtilities 
with the French gave the Firſt Lord of 
the Admiralty an opportunity of promo- 
ting bis friends, Mr. Hotham obtained the 
rank of Rear Admiral of the Red Squa- 
dron of his Majeſty's fleet; but let it be 
underſtood that the profeſſional merits of 
this Officer were ſufficiently great to in- 
ſure him a Flag without the partial friend- 
| | | - ſhip | 
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ſhip of any Miniſter, however high in 
conſequence or temporary power; and that 
the name of Hotham does infinite honour 
to the new lift of Admirals 
NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 
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(ae 
SIR JOHN LIND SAV, 
KNIGHT or THE Barn. 
MORT e * 
Nor leſs diſtinguiſhed for his nautical 
abilities, than for his polite accom- 


| Pliſhments, this gallant Admiral is juſtly 


reſpected for the one, and admired for 
the other, As'the nephew of one of the 
| greateſt men this or any other country 
ever produced“, it may be faid he had 
every poſſible advantage that education, 
© Hntereſt, and power could give him ;— 
that, however, does not appear to have 
been the caſe, for he was ſent to ſea at a 
period when only the firſt dawn of his 
noble relation's abilities began to illume 
the political hemiſphere, and while his 
weight in adminiſtration was yet in its 
infancy. | N | 
Ils cannot immediately trace the particu - 
IR ” period when this Officer made his firſt 
| | * Earl Mansfield. 

MC 2 | profeſſional 
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profeſſional eſſay, or under what com- 


mander he received the early rudiments 


of the naval tactics. His progreſs has 
been regular and meritorious; and to the 
honors of rank he has happily united the 
blandiſhments of fortune. | 

During the late peace this Officer was ap- 
pointed Commander in Chief of his Majeſ- 
ty's ſhips employed in the Eaſt Indies; and 
prior to his departure for that part of the 
world, was honoured with a red ribband. 
Sir John's conduct while upon that diſtant 
ſtation juſtified the propriety of the So- 
vereign's choice, and his return to Eu- 
rope from the Aſiatic ſeas was marked 
with the moſt flattering tokens of appro- 
| bation, as well from his Majeſty and the 
Board of Admiralty, as from the Court of 
X Directors and the Propriotons of Eaſt India 
Stock. | | 

At the commencement of the late war, 
Sir John Lindſay commanded his Majeſ- 


ty's ſhip the Prince George, of go guns, 


and ſignalized himſelf very much in Kep- 
1 * pel'e 
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pel's engagement of the 27th of July. 
His evidence on the Court Martial that 
followed was exceedingly ſtrong in favor 
of that Admiral, notwithſtanding all his 
relatjons were at that time violent parti- 
zans on the other ſide the queſtion. 
Without wiſhing to animadvert on a 
ſubject which has been the fatal cauſe of 
iſp much miſchief and diſunion in the 
royal, navy, (and which for the honor of 
this country it were to be wiſhed was bu- 
ried in profound oblivion) I cannot for- 
bear offering my heart-felt tribute of ad- 
miration of Sir John's generous and i im- 
partial conduct on that important occa- 
ſion; for, regardleſs of all the weight of 
diſpleaſure which the gallant Officer had 
reaſon to apprehend might fall upon him, 
he nobly facrificed every private conſider- 
ation, and boldly avowed thoſe ſentiments 
which were the reſult of his unbiaſſed 
| judgment and mature deliberation. 
Soon after the peace was concluded, it 


I Jagged f to _ a qua- 
dron 


( ge } 


dron to the Mediterranean, as wel | 
for the protection and extenſion of our 
commerce, as to keep up the dignity | 
which this country had ſo gloriouſly ac- 
quired among the nations and ſtates fitu- 
ated on the borders of that ſea; by the 
gallant defence and relief of Gibraltar, 
Sir John Lindſay was appointed Com- 
mander in Chief upon that tation, 
and hoiſted his broad pendant in the 
Truſty of 50 guns. Such was the ex- 
cellence of his diſcipline, the courteouſ- 
neſs of his manners, and the ſplendor of 
his ſtyle of living, that he commanded re- 
ſpe&t from the States of Barbary, and at- 

tracted the admiration of all the Italian 
powers. 
While-tHe Cotminodore retnalube with 
his ſquadron in the Bay of Naples, their 
Sicilian Majeſties condeſcended to honor 
him with frequent viſits, and were graci- 
ouſly pleaſed to dine with him on board 
the Flag Ship. The Britiſh: ſquadron 
performed various evolutions and mancu- 
| 8 vres 
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vtes in the preſence of the royal viſitors, 
who expreſſed the higheſt ſatisfaftion on 
the occaſion, and the Neopolitan Court 
preſented a ſcene of gaiety and magnifi- 
cence while Sir John Lindſay and his Of- 
ficers continued at that delightful e 
of the world“. | 
The bad ſtate ul health under which: 
5 the Commodore. laboured, rendered. his 
return to England neceſſary, and he was 
| ſuperceded in command by Captain Coſby, 
whoſe broad pendant is at this time fiying 
in the Mediterranean Ocean. 
On the late promotion of Flag Of- 
ficers, Sir John Lindſay was raiſed to the 
rank of Rear Admiral of the Red Squa- 
dron of his Majeſty's Fleet, and is one of 
thoſe who. from. ſeniority and long ſer- | 
vices was certainly entitled to the prefer» 
ment beſtowed ppon him, It is true 


* Sir John Lindfay* s rendezvous was at Villa 
Franca, and Commodore Coſby's-is now at another 


port on the borders of Italy. Very, wherefore is 
Gibraltar neglected 7 


7 „„ 4 
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that the bodily infirmities with which 
this Admiral is afflicted are great, but not 
more ſo than Sir George Rodney's were 
when he embarked on -board the Sand- 
wich, with the greateſt command this 
country had to beſtow.—The body may 
be weakened by ſevere fits of the gout, 
but while the mind retains its wonted vi- 
gour and activity, a naval commander 
may be equal to conduct the operations 
of a Bet, and even lead it to victory.— 
Such is my impartial he of Sir yOu | 
1 : i 

. Nauricus JUNIOR, 
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Tuns Officer is. ni one _ thoſe 

whom nature never. intended for. an, 
ornament, to the navah fervice.z he has, 
neyertheleſs, had; the good fortune very 
recently to be hangred, with, the, rank of 
Rear Admiral, while. others, who diſg 
played early proofs af gxalted courage and 


vauticah merit, haue been ſhameſuliy lgſe 
on the degrading liſt of ſuperangation, 


and the glory of their former days ob- 
ſcured by the ignominious covering of a 
yellow flag“. 

There can be no circumſtance in life 
more mortifying to a man of the leaſt 
ſenſibility, than that of being placed in a 


There is no fuch rank as that of Yellow Admi- 
ral, but all ſuperannuated Captains are called ſo by 
way of deriſion, the yellow flag never being diſplayed 
but on degrading A re ſuch as public flogging, 


&c. &c, 
. He ſituation 
A. 94 4 41 ; 


("$35 77 
ftuation beyond the reach of his abili- 
ties. Such has been the caſe with this 
Officer, who in the field of agriculture, 
or in any other field but that of Mars, 
would have made a diſtinguiſhed figure. 
The fervices of Admiral Peyton Have 
been chiefly confined to the Channel of 
England, «ſpecially during the late war, 
when he for ſome time commanded the 
Cumberland, of 74 guns, at which pettol 
he was particularly noticed for his conduct 
in Admiral Keppel's engagement with the 
French fleet. This Officer afterwards 
ſerved on board the Victory, as firſt Cap- 
tain to the Adeiral then cominanding the 
Weſtern Squadron. Had he poſſeſſed the 


moſt brilliant talents, this was a Ration in 


which he could not have found any op- 
portunity of diſplaying them; for it is 
very well known, that the actions of the 
Grand Fleet were fought in the Cabinet 
preparatory to its ſailing; of courſe the 
Commander in Chief himſelf had nothing 
to do but pay implicit obedience to the 
= K 4 mandates 
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mandates of the Board of Admiralty, and 
to ſeek or avoid the enemy as his official 
directions might lead him to do. 

Rear Admiral Sawyer having been late- 
ly recalled from the command of his Ma- 
J jeſty 8 ſhips i in North America, it is un- 
derſtood that Admiral Peyton will be ap- 
Pointed to ſucceed him; and as the prin- 
cipal object of baving a Flag Officer on 
that ſtation, is more to ſuperintend, pro- 
tect, and aſſiſt the infant colony of Nova 
Scotia, and i its dependencies, than to en- 
ter upon any important military miſſion, 
J ſhall, under the impreſſion of the for- 
mer idea, for once applaud Lord Howe's 
nomination, | and grant the new Com- 

mander in Chief a kind of preſent credit 
for his future exertions. | 


Nauricus JUNIOR, 
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REAR ADMIRAL CARTER 
ALLEN. 


HERE is an eccentric 'excellence 


about this Officer, which renders - 


him at once an ornament to the navy, as 
a zealous guardian of the honour of the 
Britiſh flag, and a valuable acquiſition to 
ſociety as a pleaſant member of its convi- 
vial rounds. To know the gallant Ad- 
miral is to reſpect him; and in forming an 
intercourſe of friendſhip with John Car- 


ter Allen, Eſq. it will be neceſſary to be 


open, generous, and fincere ! 
In the character of Admiral Allen 3 


are traits which have occaſionally met the 


cenſure of naval jeſuits ; but cenſures from 
ſuch men may be juſtly deemed marks of 
virtuous diſtinction; for as the applauſe 
of the good is ſtamped with ſterling va- 
lue, ſo on the contrary are the machina- 
tions of the envious the moſt effectual an- 


tidotes 
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| tidotes for expelling the venom that i 
ſues from calumniating tongues. 

The above alluſion originates from ſome 
critical obſervations which were made by 
certain nautical cynics, who, during the 
late war, thought fre to arrogate to them. 
ſelves the vain conſequence of forming a 
ſummary judgment on the actions of thoſe 
whoſe unſuſpecting natures: laid them 
open to/ their Hliberal/ criticiſms. 

- Admiral Allen has ever been noted as. a 
man of ſtrict honour; arid as a ſcaman of 
great repute. In the war before the laſt; 
he bore the character of a gallant. good 
Officer, and: his conduct during the late 
hoſtilities with all. the maritime powers in 
the world, was in every reſpect worthy 
of admiration. When Captain of the 
Albion, he cleared the Weſtern: coaſts of 
tho numerous cruizers; that annoyed: the 
 Britifh) trade and obſtructed the naviga- 
tion; of tlie Channel In the Egment, 
his conduct was truly brave, particularly 
pn engagement, and the evidence 
| he 


( 


he gave on that Admiral's Court Martial 


was manly, ſpirited, honeſt, and diſinte- 
reſted, and reminds me of an anecdote 
which redounds ſo greatly to his credit, 
that I ſhall. venture to digreſs ſo far as to 
recite it: 

At the time the Court Martial Was af. 
ſembled at Portſmouth, a man came one 
morning to Captain Allen with, a, blank 
cover, incloſing a bank- note for one thou- 
ſand pounds l The brave veteran, whoſe 
conceptions of honor are alive to the 


moſt;trifling; alarm, | conſidered the money 


as a brihe to induee him to give bis evi- 


dence againſt his friend, and inſiſted upon 


knowing from whence this extraordinary 
remittance: came. The meſſenger how- 
ever, ſuddenly departed, but returned in a 
few, days with another bank- note to, the 
fame. amount, as the. former one. This 
ſo: enraged. the honeſt tar, that he confined 
the fellow. in a chamber till he had pro- 
cured a pair of piſtols, with which he 
threatened to blow out his brains, if he 

| did 
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did not immediately reveal from what 
quarter the money came. This hoſtile 
alarm brought on an eclairciſſement, in 
which it appeared that the Captain was 
indebted to a lady for thoſe extraordinary 
marks of favor which had cauſed ſo 
great a perturbation in his mind. To be 
brief, he married the benevolent fair one, 
with whom he now lives in the moſt en- 
vied ſtate of connubial happineſs, and 
obtained with her a cha coll near 
70,0001.” TG CORO?! 
When the Grand Fleet under my Lore 
Howe failed to the relief of Gibraltar, 
Captain Allen commanded the Royal 
William, of 80 guns, and behaved with 
his uſual intrepidity and good conduct, 
but notwithſtanding all his various ſer- 
vices, it has been ſaid that he would not 
have been included in the late promotion 
of Admirals, if it had not been privately 
whiſpered, that he was a man of inde- 
pendent principles, and poſſeſſed both 
ä courage and fortune to vindicate his ho- 
bis : 1 


( 141 ) 
nor againſt every miniſterial ſide wind, or 
the baneful contagion of party maleyg- 
lence. A few ſuch characters on the ſu- 
perior liſt of the navy would teach the 
Firſt Lord of the Admiralty the great and 
victul leſſon—“ to know himſelf.” 
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SIR CHARLES MIDDLETON, 


F a ſound underſtanding, and a good 
heart, can recommend a man to pub- 
lic favour, few Officers merit that diſtinc- 
tion in a greater degree than Sir Charles 
Middleton, His profeſſional exertions 
have, however, never diſtinguiſhed him 
in the more active purſuits of ſervice, and 
being rather inclined to religious fanata- 
ciſms, and the calm enjoyments attendant 
on domeſtic life, it has been more his 
wiſh to be uſeful to his country in the 
civil than i in the military department of 
the navy; hence it was that he gave up 
the command of the Prince George to 
enjoy the ſituation of Reſident Commiſ- 
ſioner at Portſmouth, from whence he 
was tranſlated to the Comptrollerſhip of 
the Navy, which lucrative and honora- 


; 951 ſtation he has held for N years, 
2 | | even 
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even fince his late promotion to Rear 
Admiral of the White. 

However highly the merit of Sir Charles 
Middleton may be conſidered, either in 
his official, military, or pri vate capacity, 
it muſt be allowed by all who are con- 
verſant in matters of that kind, that the 
meaſure of keeping him at the head of 
the Navy Board, after his obtaining a Flag, 
was diametrically oppoſite to the prin- 
ciples laid down by the noble Lord who 
preſides at the Admiralty, and, totally an- 
precedented in the naval annals of this 
country; it is, nevertheleſs, a tribute due 
to the many virtues which adorn the cha- 
racter of the Honourable Baronet, to ſay, 
that if a deviation from the eſtabliſhed 
rules of ſervice could in any caſe be juſ- 
tified, the precedent being in His favour, 
might tend in ſome degree to leſſen the 
criminality of thoſe with whom the mea- 
ſure originated, and by whom it is ſtill 
ſupported. | 

In 
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In compliment to the Admiral's private 
character, and in reſpect to his public in- 
tegrity, I ſhall ſuppreſs any further ſtric- 
tures that can convey unpleaſant ideas, 
where they are by no means perſonally 
merited ; and conclude by obſerving, that 
there may be greater, but cannot be a 
better Officer in the Navy of England, 
ee Sir Charles Middleton! | 
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REAR ADMIRAL DALRYMPLE, 


TI Officer having, with a moſt 

reſpectable character, attained that 
| height of — profeſſion to which the 
brave naturally aſpire, was, among others, 
very recently promoted to the rank of 


Rear Admiral of the White Squadron of 


his Majeſty's fleet. His military virtues 
are generally admitted to be great, and to 
thoſe may be added all the milder manners 
of the accompliſhed gentleman ; — ſo that 
few men are better qualified to do honor 
to the rank to which he has been raifed 
than Admiral Dalrymple. 

It is not my intention to take the re- 
troſpect of his conduct in wars an- 


tecedent to the laſt, any further than 


by doing him the juſtice to ſay, that 
it was irreproachable. It will be” fufh- 
cient to ſtamp his eharacter with eu- 
_ by reciting, that at that truly im- 


L portant 


— __ 2 hoe. * 
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portant criſis of the fate of Britain, when 
It required the exertions of all great men, 
as well in civil as in military capacities, 
to lend their aid in ſupporting the honor 
of the nation, this gallant Officer, al- 
though then in the vale of years, and af- 
flicted with chronical diſeaſes, offered his 
ſervices with all the zeal, ardor, and im- 
petuoſity of youth, as a champion in the 
fleet deſtined to relieve the \yaloable 
_ fortreſs of Gibraltar. 4246 0 

On this important 8 * was 
Cpt. ain of his Majeſty's ſhip. the Union, 
| of $0 guns, and being ſtationed in the 
rear divifioh of the fleet, under the direc- 
tion of Vice Admiral: Milbanke, was his 
ſecond a-ſtern, and ſo nobly did he per- 
form this duty, that he received the tre- 
mendous fire of the Spaniſh Admiral's 
: hip, (the Santiſſima Trinidad which 
mounted 130 guns upon four tiers) and 
obliged the mighty Don to ſheer, off for a 
time. Had not this been done, the line 
G was the object of the enemy) muſt 
1 have 


( 147 ) 


have been broken, and probably great part 
of the rear diviſion cut off, for the van 
and center of the fleet were too far a-head 
to render any timely or effectual aſſiſt- 
ance ; added to which, there were 17 ſail 
of. the enemy's ſhips a-ſtern, which would 
very ſoon have come up, and given fur- 
ther ſtrength to the ſuperior force which 
the rear diviſion were already engaged 
with, ; 
Admiral Dalrymple's conduct on the 
above occaſion is ſufficient to juſtify Lord 
Howe for having given him promotion ; 
but the merits of thoſe Officers who re- 
cently obtained their Flags, by no means 
tends to leſſen the heavy charge brought 
againſt the noble Lord, of having paſſed 


over others whoſe ſervices were equally 


meritorious with thoſe of this gallant 
Admiral. | 
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REAR ADMIRAL SAWYER. 


FH E naval ſervice, though the moſt 
* ' honorable profeſſion that can be made 
choice of in a maritime ſlate, cannot, ne- 


vertheleſs, be ſuppoſed to be filled with 


Officers of the moſt poliſhed education, 
eſpecially when it is conſidered that thoſe. 
ripening years which, with. youth in ge- 
ral, are devoted to ſtudy. and the polite 
accompliſhments, conſtitute that very. pe- 
riod when a naval cadet is acquiring in- 
ſtruction in the nautical ſchool, aſſiſted 
by. the neceſſary advantages —— from 
practical knowledge. 

In Admiral Sawyer, however, we find 
the experienced ſeaman and the finiſhed 


| _ gentleman fo happily united, that the ho- 


neſt roughneſs of: the. one is meliorated 
by the pleafing courteouſneſs of the 
other. This Officer was educated for the 
church, and intended for holy orders; but 

: whether 
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whether at the inſtigation of his friends, 


or by his own inclination, he exchanged 


the black cloth for the blue, and gave up 
the hopes of a Mitre for that of a Flag, 
is not generally known. 

In the year 1761, when cruizing off 
Cadiz in the Active frigate (the Favorite 
floop being in company) he was fortunate 
enough to capture the Hermoine, a Spa- 
niſh regiſter ſhip, the treaſures of which 


were carried in triumph through the 


ſtreets of London and Weſtminſter to the 
Bank of England. | 
Early in the late war, Captain Sawyer 
commanded the Boyne, of 74 guns, and 
ſerved with great reputation in the Weſt 
Indies under his friend Admiral Barring- 
ton, Some time after his return to Eng- 
land, he was appointed to the command 
of his Majeſty's ſhip Namur, of go guns, 
which he, however, from his weak ſtate 
of health, or ſome other motive, gave up 
on her being ordered for foreign ſervice. 


L3 L From 


L450 J 


From the above period e hear nothing 
of this Officer till his being nominated to 
| ſuperſede Sir Charles Douglas in the 
command of his Majeſty's ſhips at Hali- 
fax, upon which ſtation he has remained 
ſome time, but having either been re- 
called ot requeſted leave to return home, 
it is expected that Rear Admiral Peyton 
will be appointed to b bim f in the 
American command. | 

Admiral Sawyer was „ e Was 
rather as a rigid diſeiplinatian, but upon 
the whole may be ſet down as a reſpecta: 
ble naval character, and. a very n 
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SIR RICHARD KING, Knicnr. 


HE actions of F this Officer have 


been fo little the ſubject of public 


diſcuſſion, that it is in ſome degree diffi- 
cult to enlarge upon them. Prior to his 
ſerving in the Eaſt Indies as a; Commo- 


dore, under Sir Edward Hughes, his 


abilities were rather. conſidered of the 
ſecond rate kind; and how far he added 


to, or diminiſhed the credit of, his profeſ— 


ſional character in the Indian ſeas, the of- 


ficial diſpatches of the Commander in 


Chief will be the faireſt crtenonite.tarm 
a judgment fronmn. 
There is generally a e a. in 
denne of every military man, from 
whence the world dates the epoch of his 
fame. That epoch, as far as relates to 
the Officer in queſtion, is confined ſolely 


to his ſervices in India, which it muſt be 


allowed were of the moſt active nature, 


* 


L 4 and 


. 
and entitled him to a participation in all 
the glory acquired by the Britiſh fleet in 
its operations againſt that of the French 
under the gallant Admiral de Suffrein. 
On Commodore King's return to Eu- 
rope, the Sovereign was pleaſed to confer 
the honor of knighthood upon him, 
which was at leaſt a convincing proof that 
his Majeſty had no reaſon to be diſſatis- 
fied with his conduct, and his recent pro- 
motion to the rank of Rear Admiral of 
the White tends to ſtrengthen that opi- 
nion of his profeſſional merit. 7 

Sir Richard King's character is not en- 
riched with any ſtrik ing traits of military 
pre- eminence; he may nevertheleſs be 
juſtly eſteemed as an Officer of ſome pub- 
lic conſideration, although it is not likely 
that his fervices will be called for again, 
unlefs in eaſe of a very general war. 
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REAR ADMIRAL FAULKNOR. 


HERE the ſervices of an Officer 

have not been eminently conſpi- 
cuous, or profeſſionally great, it is not 
eaſy to dwell with any degree of length 
upon his character. Admiral Faulknor, 
merits the appellation. of an excellent 
ſeaman, and has given many proofs 


of his nautical {kill and perſonal valour, 


not ſo much, however, in the late as in 
former wars. 
When Admiral Keppel 2 upon him 


the command of the Fleet of Obſerva- 


tion, that was ordered to ſea at the be- 
ginning of the American diſturbances, in 


the year 1778, in order to watch the mo- 


tions of the French ſquadron under d' Or- 
villiers, this Officer was appointed to the 


Victory, and ſerved as the Admiral's Cap- 


tain in that ſhip. He afterwards had the 
command of his Majeſty's ſhip Princeſs 
Royal, 
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| Royal, of 90 guns, and accompanied Lord 
Howe on his expedition to the relief of 
Gibraltar. Early in the war he com- 
manded the Royal Oak. | 

Since the above period, no mention has 
been made of Captain Faulknor, till the 
late promotion of Flag Officers took 
place, when from the courſe. of ſeniority, 
ſtrengthened by an unimpeached charac- 
ter, he was appointed to the rank of Rear 
Admiral of the White Squadron of his Ma- 
jeſty's Fleet, and is very capable of ſerv- 
ing bis country with credit, provided the 
infirmities with which he is unhappily 

afflicted, ſhould not prevent it. 
n NAUTICUS-JUNIOR. 
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REAR ADMIRAL PHILIP © 
AFFLECK. 


* - 
* ; 1 


MONO the — names ef 
Poſt Captains lately promoted to the 
rank of Flag Officers, that of this deſerv- 
ing veteran does infinite honor to the liſt. 
Educated in the great nautical ſcool of the 


gallant Boſcawen, and one of that Admi- 


ral's chief favorites, it cannot be won- 
dered at that he imbibed the ſame thirſt 
of fame and practical ſeamanſhip, which 
ſo. eminently marked the e that 
departed naval hero! 

Admiral Affleck ſerved the As 8 of 
his life in the Indian ſeas, where he ac- 
quired rapid promotion, and a great pro- 
feſſional name. In all the ſtages of his 
military career, we find him conſiſtent, 


prudent, brave, and judicious; not leſs 


diſtinguiſhed for his amiable conduct in 
Pr ivate life, than for the public exertions 
| | 2 


( 136 ) 
to which he owes the rank fo recently be- 
ſtowed upon him. 

On the commentement of the late war, 
though troubled with bodily infirmities, 
and advancing towards the vale of life, 
Captain Affleck was one of the firſt to of- 
flit his ſervices in defence of his country. 
The acquiſition of ſo valuable and expe- 
rienced an Officer was eagerly laid hold of 
by Lord Sandwich, who appointed him td 
the command of the Triumph, one of the 
firſt 74 gun ſhips i in his Majeſty's fleet: 
After futing out the ſaid ſhip in the river 
Med way, this active veteran loſt no time 
in proceeding with her to the general ren- 
dezvous at Spithead; from whence he 
failed for the Leeward Iſlands, and made 
a conſpicuous figure on the great theatre 
of war in that Weſtern hemiſphere. His 
ſerviees, while upon this ſtation, enriched 
the brilliancy of that character which had 
before attained a marked pfe-eminence in - 
the naval world, and there are few Of- 
— beers better qualified for 4 command than 

SE . r 


(17 ) 
this reſpectable Admiral. He is brother 


to Sir Edmund Affleck (the brave ſup- 
porter of Lord Rodney) and it is much to 
be lamented that neither of the gallant 
Admirals have any offspring to perpetuate 


a name which muſt be ever dear to Great | 


Britain ! | | | 
; NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 
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SIR RICHARD BICKERTON, 


BarT. 


TD HE true character of this Admiral 
is not eaſily to be conceived, much 
leſs deſcribed. | Profeſſional merit may 
have aſſiſted his profeſſional purſuits, but 
it muſt at the ſame time be admitted, 
that he owes a great deal to the private 
friendſhip of the Earl of Sandwich. 
The ſchool of Admiral Boſcawen was 
ſuch as any naval cadet of common abi- 
lities muſt glean improvement in. It 
has produced many excellent ſeamen of 
diſtinguiſhed rank and merit.' -In that 
floating ſeminary, Mr. Bickerton made 
his firſt profeſſional eſſay, and continued 
to riſe progreſſively in the ſervice without 
having fignalized himſelf in any parti- 


cular manner, except being one of the 


Lieutenants employed in the boats under 
the Captains Laforey and Balfour, to cut 
ed - | POP a - two 
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two French ſhips of the line out of the 
harbour of Louiſburgh; which ſervice 
was performed greatly to the honor of all 
the Officers employed upon that duty“. 
In the late war, Captain Bickerton 
commanded the Terrible, of 74 guns, and 
was in Admiral Keppel's engagement of 
the 27th of July. On the King's viſita- 
tion to Portſmouth, he was appointed by 
the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty, to ſteer 
his Majeſty's barge, on which occaſion he 
had the honour of Knighthood conferred 
upon him, and in the year 1778 was raiſed 
to the dignity of a Baronet of England. 


It being judged neceſlary, in the 


year 1781, to ſend out a reinforcement 
to Sir Edward Hughes, the command 
of that ſquadron was given to Sir 
Richard Bickerton, who hoiſted his 


* It is worthy of remark, that the two gallant 
Captains were paſled over in the late promotion of 
Flag Officers, and both the Lieutenants (Affleck 
and Bickerton) have been raiſed to the rank of Ad- 
mirals. O Tempora! O Mares! 
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broad pendant in the Gibraltar, of 80 
guns, and proceeded to the place of his 
deſtination. Many ſtrictures have been 
paſſed on the Commodore's eonduct upon 
this occaſion, and it has been pretty 
roundly aſſerted, that he did not uſe all 
that expedition which the exigeney of the 
fervice upon which he was fent re- 
quired. Be that as it may, he was ho- 
nored with the rank of Rear Admiral of 
the Blue Squadron of his Majeſty's Fleet, 
on the late promotion, and it remains for 
his future ſervices to ſhew how far the 
Admiral mevits a ſituation ſuperior to 
thoſe veteran Captains under whom he 
ferved as a Lieutenant! 
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HON. REAR ADMIRAL LEVE- 
80 N GOWER. 


THE haughty demeanor, ill-judged 
' conſequence, and illiterate ſuperci- 
liouſneſs of this Officer, unhappily for 
him, , obſcure ſome profeſſional virtues, 
which it muſt be allowed he poſſeſſes, 
and rather ſerve to excite our pity than' 
incur our reſentment. 
- Had the Hon. Gentleman prudently re- 
tired from the buſy ſcenes of life, when 
he returned with his noble Chief from 
Gibraltar, he would have been ſpared the 
mortification of being placed at a public 
Board, where every action becomes con- 
ſpicuous, and where wiſdom and judg- 
ment ſhould hold their unerring ſeats, free 
from the troubleſome intruſion of igno- 
Trance and affected importance. | 
Captain Leveſon (for he ſpurns at the 
name of Gower) has ſeen a great deal of 
fa} M real 


6 


real ſervice, and is conſidered as a very 
able ſeaman. His conduct in the Valiant 
hlaſt war was truly exemplary, and the 
27th of July 1778, may be conſidered as 
the proudeſt day of his nautical fame! 
From the above period, his conſequences | 
as a naval. Officer has been gradually on 
the decline, nor could the rays of youth- 
ful royalty * recover this fading ſprig of 
the mighty houſe of Trentham from the 
pernicious blights of miniſterial depenr 
dance, 

If any thing cauld add to th inſuli- 
ciency of this miſtaken, Officer, it was 
ſeeking a ſeat in that ſenate where ora- 
tors are much more; wanted than lent 


votes; and where all his intellectual 


powers (however great) have been of no 
avail in ſupporting the partial meaſures 
; of. the Board to which he belongs, 4 


* His Royal Highneſs Prince William Henry was 


Lieutenant of the Hebe frigate, when Commodore 


Leveſon hoiſted a broad * in ber, and cruized 
in the Channel. 


Im 
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In the late promotion of Poſt Captains, 
the Firſt Lord of the Admiralty thought 
fit to deſcend ſo low on the liſt as to give 
the rank of Rear Admiral of the Blue to : 
this Officer, becauſe he was the half- 
brother of the Marquis of Stafford, who 
is the friend of the Lord Chancellor, who 
is the alecto of the Miniſter, who is the 
dictator of Lord Howe, who is the prin- 
cipal clerk in the marine department of 
| Great Britain | | 
NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 
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vo delineate, with accuracy, the PI 
racter of this diſtinguiſhed Officer, 
would require a more intimate knowledge 
of ĩt than I at preſent poſſeſs—that being 
the caſe, I muſt content myſelf with giv- 
ing the general outlines of it, free from 
prejudice or partiality. 
Few men ſtand higher i in the eſtima- 
tion of the world as a naval Officer than 
Sir John Jervis. His whole life has been 
devoted to profeſſional reſearches; and 
ſuch is his pre- eminence in the nautical 
ſchool, that the principal nobility of this 


ch of their ſons as might be intended 
or the ſea ſervice, under his immediate 


ww vr have deemed it an honor to place 


care and tuition. Thoſe promiſing young 


_ 


Officers, Captains Conway and Walde- 


grave, with many other Junior branches 
| of 
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of the firſt families, were elevees' of Sir 
John Jervis, and owe to his example and 
inſtruction the great ſhare of profeſſional 
merit which they ſo eminently poſſeſs. 

Sir John is a rigid diſciplinarian, but 
a ſeaman's real friend; at all times more 
happy to promote the deſerving, than to 
puniſh thoſe who tranſgreſs. Having 
paſſed the ordeal of ſervice with an unſul- 
lied reputation, as a brave and good Of- 
ficer, it would be a waſte of time to take 
the retroſpect of any part of his conduct 
antecedent to the late war, in which he 
made a. diſtinguiſhed figure as commander 
of his Majeſty's ſhip the Foudroyant, of 
80 guns. This ſhip was juſtly canſidered 
as a pattern to the reſt of the fleet, in 
point of regularity, diſcipline, and good 
order; and ſo much was ſhe extolled, that 
when perſons of diſtinction honored the 
Weſtern Squadron with their preſence, 
the Foudroyant was always the ſhip they 
firſt viſited. The amiable Ducheſs of 
Devonſhire had nearly loſt her life on an 

M 3 occaſion 
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occaſion o this kind, for when the Grand 
Fleet lay in Torbay, at the time her 
Grace reſided in the Weſt of England“, 

ſhe determined to take a view of the Fou- 
 droyant, but unfortunately as, Sir John 
Jeryis was leading this accompliſhed or- 
nament of the Britiſh Court frog Brix- 
ham Cauſeway to the barge prepared to 
carry her on board, the plank over which 
they were going "Pe and —_ 
e 
{Mi Wige brandy u te bu 3 | 
thi being taken out of the fea, her 

Grace was under the neceſſity (Brixham 
being awretched fiſhing town) of repair- 
ing to the cot of an old woman, with 
whom ſhe exchanged cloaths, and thoſe 
and e Ducheſs will no doubt n 


* The Duke of Devenſbire _ 2t tht qerind at- 
tending bis duty in the Weſtern CA mp, go Colonel of 
the Detbyſhire Militia, and their Graces reſided at 
Plympton Houſe, near Plymouth ; and it is ſomewhat 
remarkable, that the Ducheſs firſt home ſigns of 
e e Of ee. 0 
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there as a laſting monument of her Grace's 
goodneſs to her humble hoſteſs. 

Perſuaded that any digreſſion relative to 
ſo excellent and admired a character as the 
| Ducheſs of Devonſhire, will be accepta- 
dle to all ranks of people, I ſhall make 
no apology for it, but again return to the 
Foudroyant, which ſhip bore a very diſ- 


tinguiſhed part in Keppel's engagement 


of the 27th of July, and was foremoſt 
upon every occaſion in which the active 
ſpirit of her gallant Commander could be 
diſplayed. * 

It was the good "Is of Sir 1 
Jervis to cloſe his military career laſt war 
with the capture of his. Moft Chriſtian 
Majeſty's ſhip Le Pegale, of 74 guns, af- 
ter a ſhort action, in which he was flight- 
ly wounded. 


With a great ſhare of gutes reſerve, 


and not a little profeſſional pride, few men 


poſſeſs the happy talent of conciliation in 


a greater degree than this diſtinguiſhed 
character. Ingenious ſophiſtry, and a 
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ſpecious ſhew of argument will often faſ- 
cinate the admiration, when it cannot cul- 
tivate our eſteem, and an unremitted of- 
fering at the ſhrine of power muſt ſooner 
or later be crowned with ſucceſs. 

It is not for me to enquire whether 
the honorable order with. which Captain 
Jervis was inveſted i in ſo extraordinary a 
manner was beſtowed as the reward of mi- 
litary merit, or as a recompence for fer- 
Vices rendered a noble Marquis non baſk- 
ing with eaſe in the ſhade of retirement. 
When military honors are beſtowed on mi- 
litary men, ſome reaſon is generally aſ- 
ſigned for the marked diſtinction, as well 
to prevent jealouſy in others, as to enrich 
the ſtar with the brilliancy of ſuperior 
merit! 


In the late promotion of Flag Officers, 
Sir John Jervis obtained the rank of Rear 
Admiral of the Blue Squadron « of his Ma- 
jeſty's 8 Fleet. This additional dignity \ was 
given him! in a way no leſs extraordinary 
than Nat it in which the Red Ribband was 
| beſtowed, 


” 
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beſtowed, and however deſerving he may 
be of every poſſible mark of royal favor, 
yet all naval people muſt allow that Sir 
John's ſervices as a Commodore would 
have been equally beneficial to his coun- 
try, without having recourſe to the cruel 


meaſure of paving his way to profeſſional 


greatneſs, by ſacrificing the Honor of older 


Officers to the partial chimeras'which float 


on the brain of the noble Viſcount at the 
head of the Admiralty. However, to ſum 
up Sir John Jervis's character in a few 


words—Give him the poſt of honor, and 


fs it will not tarniſh in his hands!“ 
NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 
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REAR ADMIRAL DUNCAN. 


N order to pave the way to the promo- 
tion of Sir Charles Douglas, it was ne- 
ceflary to give rank to this Officer, who 
was next above him on the liſt of Poſt 
Captains, in conſequence of . which he 
obtained his Flag without any previous 
ſolicitation, and was unexpectedly raiſed 
to the enjoyment of a dignity which the 
honeſt veteran had no reaſon to expect 
would fall fo ſoon to his lot, there being 
upwards of forty-five Captains ſenior to 
him when the promotion took place. 
The profeſſional conduct of this Officer 
has been irreproachable throughout a ſe- 
ries of long and (occaſionally) arduous 
ſervices. In the year 1761 he was Admi- 
ral Keppel's Captain at the ſiege of the 
Havannah, and behaved remarkably well 
upon that occaſion. His ſubſequent ſer- 
vices were not of the moſt ſtriking kind, 
| 3 5 and 
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and during the late war (except when he 


commanded the Blenheim of go guns, at 
the relief of Gibraltar) he had no oppor- 
tunity of diſplaying thoſe nautical talents 
which he undoubtedly poſſeſſes in a very 
eminent degree, and of which the navy 
in general have always formed a very fa- 
vorable and well grounded opinion. 


The private character of Admiral Dun- | 


can is in every reſpect equal to his-pro- 


feſſional one—abaunding in many excel- 


- lent qualities, without an  oftentatious 
diſplay of them, and calculated to excite 
reſpect, admiration, and eſteem. | 


NAUTICUS JUNIOR, 


SIR 
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SIR CHARLES DOUGLAS, . 


T H I 8 Officer brings up the Rear of 
the late promotion of Flaps, and en- 
joys the peculiar ſatisfaction of knowing 
that the rank and honors which have been 
| beſtowed upon him were given as the 
_ reward of his profeſſional ſervices, i unin- 
fluenced by the interference of ile great 
and ſſervile, or by the: ꝓollutedifavors of 
intrigue and party. When public teſti- 
monies of approbation are founded on ſo. 
firm, ſo honorable a baſis, how muſt the 
heart exult in the conſciouſneſs of having 
deſerved thoſe marks of national applauſe ! 
Soon after our Colonies in North Ame- 
rica had diſplayed the ſtandard of rebel- 
lion, they meditated an attack on Que- 
bec, upon which occaſion this brave Of- 
ficer (in conjunction with the late Sir 
John Hamilton of the Navy) diſtinguiſhed 
himſelf in ſo gallant and MONTES a man 


Al? : ner, 


1 
ner, that his Majeſty was graciouſly pleaſed 
to raiſe them both to the dignity of Ba- 
ronets of England. 

1 ſhall now come to that more brilliant 
epoch of Sir Charles's life, when he acted 
as Firſt Captain to Admiral Rodney on 
board the Formidable, His conduct on 
the glorious 12th of April ſtamped his 
character with the higheſt credit, and 
added greatly to his military fame. 


On the firſt ſettlement of the Loyaliſts | 
in Nova Scotia, Sir Charles Douglas was 


ſent to Halifax as Commander in Chief 
of his Majeſty's ſhips employed on} that 
ſtation and in the ſeas adjacent; but did 
not continue there long, on account of 
ſome perſonal affront offered to him on 
the part of the Board of Admiralty, which 
the gallant Baronet had too much ſpirit 
to brook, and therefore came home. 

The Admiral particularly excels in the 
art of gunnery, which conſtitutes his chief 
delight, and may be very properly called 
his hobby horſe. His profeſſional character 

| 18 


Th 


* 
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is truly reſpectable, and his private one 
meritorious, but in /ome reſpects rather 
fingular. | ak - 
N NAU TICUS JUNIOR. 


SIR 
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SIR HYDE PARKER, Bazr. 
Deceaſed. 


TSTINGUISHED and acknowledged 
merit requires no aid from the pane- 
gyriſt's pen; I ſhall therefore content 
myſelf with barely ſaying of this brave 
Officer, that he was one of the firſt and 
beſt ſeamen Great Britain could ever boaſt. 
Poſſeſſed of an uncommon ſhare of nau 
tical ſkill, acquired by long and arduous 
ſervices, this hardy veteran ſeemed to be 
the glory of that element on which he 
fell a melancholy martyr in his country's 
cauſe; nor was he leſs diſtinguiſhed in 
the more poliſhed and ſcientific walks of 
life. He was an excellent claſſic and a 
finiſhed ſcholar, rough without, but /incoth? 
within ;: for his tongue was often known 
to aſſume a harſhneſs at which his heart 
revolted ; and while he was indulging: his 
heat of temper on ſome devoted head, it 
Was 
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was more than probable. that a future day 
would ſee the object of former reſentment 
unexpectedly raiſed to anſolicited prefer- 
ment. 

Early in the lats' war, Captain Parker 
commanded his Majeſty's ſhip Invincible, 
of 74 guns, and was of the unfortunate 
ſquadron that ſuffered ſo much on the 
| coaſt of America under Admiral Byron. 
In that quarter of the globe he continued 
for ſome time, and while upon the ſta- 
tion was promoted to a Flag. | 

On Admiral Byron's return to Europe, 
this gallant Officer ſucceeded him in the 
command of his Majeſty's ſhips employed 


on the Leeward Iſland ſtation, and during 


the period of his command diſtinguiſhed: 


himſelf with his uſual zeal,” activity, and 


| ardor, and rendered his country many im- 
portant ſervices, particularly by capturing 
a fleet of ſhips from Old France, laden 
with proviſions and military ſtores of all 
Ro T heſe pins were of the greater 


conſequence, 
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conſequence, as at that TIME the French 


ſquadron in Port Royal Harbour, Marti- 
nique, could not put to ſea for want of 


them. The Britiſh ſquadron was alſo 


confined in the Bay of Gros Iſlet, St. Lu- 


cia, laboring under tlie ſame predicament ; 
but fortunately flipped their cables, and 
purſued the enemy into St. Anne's Bay, 
where eighteen of them were —_— and 
others deſtroyed. 

The fleet loſt a moſt excellent Officer 
on the above occaſion in Commodore 
Griffith, who was killed by the fire of the 
French batteries, as the Conqueror was 
ſtanding out of the Bay; and here it would 
be ungenerous not to recite an action of 
the Admiral's, which diſplays his hu- 
mane feelings in the higheſt degree. Find- 
ing that the deceaſed Commodore had 
promiſed to provide for two or three Of- 
ficers who had accompanied him from 
England, he promoted them all without 
any ſolicitation whatever ; and when they 
went to return him thanks, the honeſt 

1 veteran 


1 

veteran Haid to them (i in particular to Cap- 

ow Day) 24 Don't thank 1 me, but the 
memory of your gallant friend, Who is is 
no more.” 

85 take occakioh* muede 4 to N 
| that had i it not been for the villainous diſ- 
affection of ſome Britiſh merchants reſi- 
dent ir in the iſlands where the prizes in 
queſtion | were ſent to be ſold, the ene- 
my's fleet muſt have been 125 K up in 
port. Theſe dinoyal ſubje 5 bought up 
the greateſt part of the naval ſores, and 
carried them in ſchooners to Mattinique, 
through the infamous channel of St. Eu- 
ſtatius, . N 

On the arrival of Sir 88588 (now 
£ Lord) Rod ney at Barbadoes, Admiral Par- 
ker finiſhed his career in the Weſtern he- 
miſphere, and returned in the Medway to 
England, accompanied by the Sphynx fri- 
gate, wich a numerous and valuable con- 
voy under his eſcorte. 

Soon after his return to Europe, he 
was appointed Port Admiral at Plymouth, 
N = and 


and continued in that command till called 
upon ta take the more honorable one of 
directing the ſquadron deſtined to be em- 
ployed in the North Seas, where his con- 
duct was ſo truly exemplary and great, 
Zoutman, that any thing I could ſay 
would fall "_ 11 e merit of this: En- 
gliſh tar. 8 
Sir Hyde palker W bee: one 
of the glorious few who accompanied 
Lord Anſon” in his voyage round | the 
world, and being well acquainted with 
the Indian ſeas, was appointed to the chief 
command- of his Majeſty's ſhips in that 
quarter of the globe, and failed in the 
Cato, of 50 guns, which was never heard 
of ſinee her departure from England; in 
conſequence of which, his eldeſt ſon, who 
is Principal Clerk in the Admiralty, has 
aſfumed cee eue bogs jor * 
Sir r Harry Parker: aint 2 
15 mM mY | Gs AUTIOUS Jowion. 
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REAR ADMIRAL KEMPEN- 
FELT. 


8 A the virtues and melancholy cata- 
ſtrophe of this incomparable Officer 

muſt ever dwell in the remembrance of 
every true Briton, I truſt I ſhall ſtand ex- 
cuſed in bringing him'forward among the 
living characters which L have undertaken 
to pourtray. This very excellent Officer 
was deſcended from an ancient family in 

the kingdom of Sweden, and met his un- 
-timely fate when he had arrived at the 
rank of Rear Admiral of the Blue Squa- 
dron of his Majeſty's Fleet. He roſe 
in the line of his profeſſion with that 
modeſt diffidence which is ever the at- 
tendant on real merit, and generally im- 
merges from the veil of obſcurity to ſhine 
with additional reſplendance. This coun- 
try is indebted to the penetration of that 
diſcernin g nobleman, the Earl of Sand- 
| wich, 
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wich, for having brought forward that 
diſtinguiſhed character. The noble Lord 
was well informed of the ſuperior abilities 
of the brave Kempenfelt, during the time 
he ſerved as Captain in the Eaſt Indies, 
and wiſely ſaw his future fame in the re- 
view of his conduct in that diſtant quarter 
of the Britiſh dominions, His profeſſional 
entree laſt war, was as Captain of his Ma- 
jeſty's ſhip Alexander, of 74 guns, then 
lying at the Nore, where he hoiſted a 
diſtinguiſhing broad pendant as Com- 
manding Officer at the Nore, during the 
abſence of Admiral Roddam, who at that 
time was fitting as a member of Admiral 
Keppel's Court Martial. From the Nore 
he proceeded with the Alexander to Spit- 
head, and joined the ſquadron, in which 
he had not ſerved long before he was 
promoted to the rank of Rear Admiral. 
His ſervices as a juniar Flag Officer were 
ſo eminently conſpicuous, that my Lord 
Sandwich very judiciouſly made choice of 
him to fill the more important ſtation of 

N 3 Commander 
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Commander in Chief, and in that cha- 
tacter he hoiſted his Flag on board his 
 Mijefty's ſhip Victory, of too guns. No 
Officer ever received diſtinguiſhed honors 
with leſs perſonal indifference than Ad- 

miral Kempenfel and although indefa- 
tigable and attentive in the higheſt de- 
gree to the execution of public duty, he 
was the moſt abſent man in * world i m 
whateyer related to himſelf. os 

When the Grand Fleet lay 16 Tobey 


waiting the gallant Admiral's arrival; he 


made his appearance on Brixton Cauſe- 


Way, locking out for ſome boat” t& carry 


him on board, more like an itinerant vi- 
fitor to the Fleet, than as Commandet of 
it—his ſpying-glaſs in one hand, and a 
leaden caſe” of fnuff tied up in a pocket 


handkerchief in the other“. e were 


his faithful, conſtaut companions upon 


every ſervice. , With the one he was * 


i | MOU G40: 1181 Titty 
{18 An cipellent e of the Admirali 3 af- 
ter this manner, was exhibited at the Royal Academy 


at domerſet Houſe, 4 


E ; 
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ceſſantly employed in reconnoitring the 
conduct of his Fleet or the motions of the 
enemy, and with the other he beguiled 
the moments of eaſe, difficulty, or dan- 
ger! This was the only baggage that the 


worthy veteran paid any regard to. For 


an indifferent ſpectator to have beheld his 
embarkation, it would bave had more the 
appearapce of a man ſeeking for employ- 

ment, than of one deſtined to give it. 
Cruizing with the ſquadron e off Uchant, 
the gallant Admiral fell in with a flect of 
French, men of war, convoying a number 
of ſhips deſtined to the Eaſt and Weſt In- 
dies, a great many of which he captured 
in the face of the enemy, Who Was of a 
ſuperigr force. Theſe ſhips were crowded 
with. ſoldiers, and laden with naval and 
military ſtores, for the ſervice of their 
diſtant ſettlements. . This was a ſeyere 
ſhock. to the F rench, and fruſtrated. all 
the hoſtile plans they. had meditated for 
the enſuing campaign in thoſe quarters of 
the globe, In addition to his other great 
| N4 qualities, 
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qualities, the navy of Great Britain will 


ever ſtand indebted to the memory of 


Admiral Kempenfelt, for his moſt excel - 


lent code of numerary ſignals, which he 

had nearly completed when he unhappily 

fell an awful victim to the watery grave! 
The loſs of his Majeſty” s ſhip Royal 


| George muſt be recent in the minds of 


every one, and affords a dreadful inſtance 
of the uncertainty of human life. At 
the time ſhe foundered at Spithead, the 
unfortunate Admiral was ſhaving himſelf 


in the quarter gallery of his cabbin. Ma- 


ny have been the conjectures on this ex- 
traordinary event; and the late Captain 
Martin Waghorn, who commanded her, 
was tried by a Court Martial, and moſt 
honorably acquitted. It appeared that the 
ſhip was upon the heel, for the purpoſe 
of having her fides caulked and payed, 

when, without any previous alarm, ſhe 


inſtantly went down. What went very 


much in favour of Captain Waghorn, on 


that 


( 18g ) 


that at the time this devoted ſhip was un- 
dergoing a faſbionable repair at Plymouth, 
her timbers were ſo very rotten, that a 
common walking cane penetrated her 
ſides; ſo that there was not ſtrength ſuf- 
ficient to faſten the ring-bolts. Such 
being (as it was) abſolutely the caſe, it is 


but reaſonable to apprehend that the guns 


on the weather fide gave way, and con- 
figned at leaſt 300 ſouls to a prematurg 
eternity! Humanity prompts me at this 
moment of my feeling, to ſuggeſt the 
propriety of embarking the Surveyor of 
the Navy, and the Maſter Shipwright of 
the King's yard, in one of theſe partially 
repaired ſhips, for the pleaſure of a month's 
eruige in the Bay of Biſcay | | 
Among the ſtately. monuments which 
adorn the ancient Abbey of Weſtmin- 


ſter, it is to be hoped that a liberal 


and grateful nation will not forget - the 
yicturs of the /acficed Kempenfelt. 


NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 
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think it any diſparagement to their 
A to find a ſol of their Royal Maſter 
introduced among them, prior to his at- 
tainment of a Flag —I have therefore 
taken upon me, in this particular inſtance, 
to pour tray, if I can do it juſtice, the 
character of this iMaſtrious hope of the 
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Prince William 1 enry is hdl Won to 
our auguſt Sovereign, and bids fair in 
every * . to prove a glorious piltar to 
the wooden walls of Old England! In 
private life, his Royal Highneſs inherits 


Ut his father's virtues; and in the line of 


that profeſſion he has honoured” with a 
pteference, few Officers, if any of his age, 
can excel him. It might have been a 
ſingular 


Ga) 
ſingular misfortune to the Prince, to haue 
made his firſt entre in the naval ſervice on 
board the Prince George, under the tu- 
telage of ſo infignificant/a: naval character 
as Rear Admiral Digby; his Royal High- 
neſs, however, made a virtue of neveſſity, 
and profited ſo far by the unpleaſant ſitu- 
ation, as to-make himfelf acquainted with 
the value af *ea/ merit, whether place ifiths 
cabin, the ward-room; or the cable- tier 
to each of which he paid ocaſionab viſits; 
and was never more happy than when he 
could diveſt himſelf of the charactor of 
the Prince; lo aſſume that of the Salbr, or 
the Priend! Many are the inſtances which 
his Hightieſs' diſplayed of a true greatneſs 
of ſoul. Iſhall mention one in particus 
lar, which relates to a: young (gentleman 
of the name of Sturt, (now Member in 
the preſent Parliament for Bridport)! who 
was a brother Midſhipman with his High- 


neſs on board the Prince George. The 
Prince and Mr. Sturt having had ſome 
miſunderſtanding on the quarter-deck; 

| 5100 they 
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they agreed to go down to the orlop, or 
cockpit, to decide the matter, when 
after a long and very ſevere conteſt, 'vic- 
tory decided in fayour of the latter, who 
was a greater adept in the art of boxing 
than his Royal opponent. The generous 
Prince did all in his power to conceal the. 
affair from the Admiral, and has ever. 
teſtified the warmeſt friendſhip for his 
victorious antagoniſt. His Highneſs al- 
ways dreſſed for dinner, but, ng ſooner 
had he'quitted the Admiral's /7uga/repaſt, 
than he reſumed the habit and ſtation of 
the midſhipman, and, arrayed in his 
jacket and trowſers, was either going 
aloft, or employing himſelf upon any 
other active duty, where nautical expe- 
rience could be acquired; E yet, amidſt 
all the follies of youth, the dignity of 
his birth kk never ne to „fan 
W 1 2: ? 
4K e eren of the; migutio 
— etiquette of ſervice, his Royal High- 
neſs was ever an example of the ſtricteſt 
204 ſubordination 
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ſubordination to the other Petty Officers; 
and whenever it was his watch upon deck, 
it was eaſy to diſtinguiſh an unremitted 
attention to the moſt trifling parts of his 
duty. In receiving Commiſſioned Offi- 
cers-on board, or in ordering their boats 
to be manned for their departure, there 
was an alacrity and politeneſs ſhone con- 
ſpicuous, and ſeemed to inſpire the crew 
with that awful reſpect which this illuſ- 
trious young hero ſeems born to com- 
mand, and which cannot fail to endear 
him to.a great and powerful nation. Even 
in the moſt common routine of a Mid- 
| ſhipman's duty, ſuch as carrying liberty- 
men from ſhip to ſhip, his Royal High- 
neſs evinced a ſoul beaming with huma- 
nity, and ſeemed to take particular de- 
light in being the happy inſtrument of 
affording the brave tars a temporary relax- 
ation from the fatigues of their duty.— 
Not alone content with this, his purſe 
was ever open when his benevolent heart 
n to the object, and the ſailors felt 
; a glow 
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a glow of ardor for their Sovereign, in 
— s virtues of his 
lc Nn ni ding 

The firſt acttil. ne n we 
find the Prince engaged, was When Sir 
George (now Lord) Rodney) captured the 
Spaniſh fleet 8 — r Lan- 
0 E; 0515 

Soon after thi Prince's 400 ied 
land, he accompanied Admiral Digby on 


his command to North America but the 


«Give ſpirit of his Highneſs would not 
fatter him to remain on fhore at New 


Vork, vhilſt there was an opportunity 


of orulſing againſt the enemies of his 
country; he therefore deſired permiſſion 


of the Admiral to ſetve on board his Ma- 


eie Warwick, of 50 guns, com- 
mann the Hon. Captain nn 
Alen Tegen en ON, 11.9 2361; 


* This ihucltious ſailor, was alſo preſent at >the Re 


ture of the Carracco, fleet, | the convoy to which (a 


Spaniſh ſhip of the line, named El Guipuſcoana) was 
named the Prince William,” in . to his __ 
IR CAE YH IWONCD 1 Q? tit i: 


phinſtone. 


G 

phinſtone. In this ſhip his Royal High- 
neſs continued until the arrival of Lord 
Hood, with whom he embarked 6n board 
the Barfleur; and on the peace being eon- 
cluded; he paid a vifit with that gallant 
Admiral to Cape Frangois, where he was 
received by the French Governor and ia- 
habitants with the moſt "diſtinguiſhed 
marks of honor and reſpect. WF he Prince, 
after ſuch a variety of ſervices, returned 
to England, where he did not n enjoy 
the comforts of eaſe. 

Other travels now gel n Royal 
Highneſs's attention, and he paid a viſit 
to ſeveral of the German Courts, parti- 
cularly that of Berlin, where it is ſaid 
that his amiable perfections were not be- 
held with indifference by one of the 
daughters of the preſent King of Proflia. 
In the midſt of every pleaſure, this inde- 
fatigable young Prince never loſt ſight of 
the premier object his profeſſion! He 
ſoon quitted Germany, and embarked on 
board the Hebe frigate, under the inau- 

: ſpicious 
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ſpicious command of the Hon. Captain 
Leveſon Gower. It ſeemed as if this 
young Prince was to be devoted to igno- 
rance or ſelf-ſufficiency. However, happi- 
ly for him, this haughty martinet, after 

cruizing round the coaſts of England and * 
Scotland, ſtruck his broad pendant, and 

left his Royal pupil in the hands of a 
brave and honeſt ſeaman, (Captain Thorn- 


borough) with whom he ſerved ſome 


months as Third Lieutenant of the Hebe. 
Having thus gloriouſly paſſed through 
the regular gradations of Midſhipman and 
Lieutenant, and ſerved the proper time, 
his Royal Highneſs was promoted to the 
rank of a Poſt Captain, and appointed to 
the command of the Pegaſus frigate at 

Plymouth. 
If any thing can add to the excellent 
character of this illuſtrious young ſailor, 
It is ance which I feel infinite 
pleaſure in relating.—On his Royal High- 
neſs being appointed to the command of 
the Pegaſus, the Port Admiral fignified 
| | to 
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to the Prince, that it was the wiſh of the 
Captains then at Plymouth, to be intro- 
duced to him in form. To which his 
Highneſs with great readineſs aſſented, 
and appointed the following day for his 
levee at the Commiſſioner's Houſe. The 
Admiral having introduced the ſeveral 
Captains to his Royal Highneſs, he ex- 
preſſed great ſurpriſe that his late brother 
Officers, the Lieutenants, did not wait 
upon him, and ſignified his pleaſyre that 
they ſhould attend his levee the next day. 

They were accordingly introduced to the 
Prince, Who with a condeſcenſion that 
will ever do him honor, invited himſelf 
to dine; or, to uſe his mn words, to 
have a jolly day with them; at the ſame 
time naming a day prior to that on which 
he was engaged to dine with the Admi- 
ral and Captains; thereby conveying a 
leſſon of reproof worthy to be recorded in 
letters of gold. During his Highneſs's con- 
tinuance at Plymauth, by his noble de- 
portment and unaffected manners, he won 
the affections of all ranks of pepple. 
£76.) 0 The 
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The Prince ſailed ſoon after in the 
Pegaſus, for the dreary and inhoſpitable 
regions of Nova Scotia, from whence he 
proceeded to the Leeward Iflands and Ja- 
maica, where his Royal Highneſs's pre- 
ſence diffuſed univerſal joy among all 
ranks of people. After viſiting all the 
Iſlands ſituated in thoſe ſeas, this illuſ- 
trious voyager returned to his ſtation at 
Halifax under the command of Admiral 
Sawyer, with whom he paid a viſit to 
Quebec. The inhabitants of Canada, as 
well French as (Engliſh, received his 
Royal Highneſs with the moſt affec- 
Vonate tokens of loyalty and reſpect. 
The public addreſſes preſented to the 
Prince wherever he went, were of the 
moſt flattering kind, and the anſwers 
given to them by the royal ſailor breathed 
all that ſpirit of elegant refinement which 
his high birth and exalted r 
were ſo capable of inſpiring. 
Prince William; in the * 5 of 
the year 1778, returned to Europe, and 
took an opportunity of putting into the 
C3 Cove 
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Cove of Cork, where the hoſpitable Hi- 


bernians gave his Royal Highneſs the moſt 


cordial welcome. 

From what cauſe it is to be imputed 
cannot be ſaid, but the Prince was not 
permitted to gladden the metropolis of 
Ireland by his preſence; on the contrary, 
the Pegaſus was ordered to Plymouth, to 
which place their Royal Highneſſes the 


Prince of Wales and Duke of Vork im- 
mediately repaired on the wings of affec- 


tion to viſit their royal brother ; after 
which theſe illuſtrious travellers returned 
to London, to attend the Queen's birth- 
day, but were denicd the happineſs of 
being accompanied by their nautical re- 


lative, who they left at Plymouth, prepar- 
ing for another foreign voyage, which it 


is expected will be the laſt his Royal High- 
neſs will make in the character of a Poſt 
Captain“. 
| NAUTICUS JUNIOR. 
His Royal Highneſs has now got the Andromeda 
frigate, i : | 
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